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Preface:All You Need To Know ToPurchase Ethical Jewelry

To purchase piece of jewelrycreated by iHtreated laborers or withrecious metal and
othermaterials that were massively toxic to the environngemhmoral. Instead, with

every jewelry purchase, you have an opportunity to exert your economic power to change
the world for the better.

Someoneeeking a piece of ethical jewelry can start by asking one simple question to
their jeweler: Can you trace all the components of this piece of jewelry from mine,
through production, to marketHer eds how t o break down t he

Mining :

Ask the jeweler where they source their precious metals. It can take up to twenty tons of
mining to produce one wedding ring. About 80% of all jewelry comes directly from

newly mined sources. Gold mining is one of the most toxic elements in the jewelry
sectordéds supply chain. Ask i f the jeweler
such as signing the No Dirty Gold pledge. Twenty percent of jewelry comes from

recycled metal. Buy jewelry that requires no additional minifigally, look for gold

from small scale artisan miners adhering to fair trade principles coming into the market.

Eco Practices

Ask the jeweler about their in house environmental practices at their own location.
Jewelers can offset the carbon footprint of their produamhemployees caused by

travel and commutes. They can recycle extensively, purchase green sourced energy if
available, and use compact fluorescent lighting. They can choose to use less toxic fluxes
and chemicals. If a jeweler is taking action on theseeggdhey deserve support.

Manufacturing:

Some manufacturing still takes place in the US, but most jewelry is made in factories
internationally. Determine the labor and environmental practices of manufacturer,
whether it is national or internationalAsk of any fair trade principles have been applied.

Diamonds

Do not be conned into believing that there is a perfect choice for the ethical diamond. The
issue of whether to buy Canadian or African diamonds is a matter of personal values.

Havea serious discussion about the sourcing of the diamond. Do not buy a diamond that
you cannot source through a specific supply chain. The object is to trace the stone from
mine to polishing to market, as much as possible.



If you are considering purchagj Canadiango so with the knowledge of th@pact of
the mines on the Northwest Territories. If you looking into a diamond from Africa,
purchase one that supports downstream economy, such as those cut and mined in
Namibia or Botswana.

Gemstones

A few gemstone sources are available that can be traced from mining to cutting to
market. Some of these sources are working within the guidelines of fair trade. Support
those jewelers that are supporting these companies.

Reputation:

Research the repation of the jeweler. A company with whom you work online should
have some kind of third party consumer advocacy group, such as the Better Business
Bureau, that assures you that the company is reputable. Many companies also list
testimonials from satisfd buyers, but such listings have more credibility when they have
a last name, physical origin and at least a first initial. A brick and mortar store location
that has been in business at least ten years gives added credibility.

The most agrgeerssijvewegl iy compani es are al so
organizations such as Green America, or Fair Trade aligned groups.

Soul

The term Ajewelerdo has always had talismanic
because t her eds naatersalg and thegmakeh Same pieces oftjelvedry

really do feel better than other pieces. Because jewelry is so personal and has so much
emotional meaning, the experience from start to finish should feel good. Trust your

feelings.

Guarantee:

A reputable manufacturer will guarantee his product against workmanship defect for life.
Final Considerations:

Do not expect perfection. The supply chain for ethical sourcing is still spotty and the
information you want may not be entirely available, evemégéweler. Nevertheless, a

few jewelers are passionately concerned about the environment and fair trade. These first

movers need market support.

By raising these issues, you will be helping to change an industry. If just five percent of
the market sked jewelers about environmental sourcing, we would see a huge shift.



Dedication

Over the past one hundred fifty years, the lands of indigenous people around the world
have been exploited by large scale mining companies colluding with gometsim

resulting indirty gold, blood diamonds and a jewelry industry that even now produces
and markets product createdmisery,

Though tibal cultures, rooted to land and ancestors, have been destroyed in the march of
commoditization that feeds asmeirce to cash to trash econortgday, afew of
Indigenous people around the world are effectively defending their rights.

In that spirit, | dedicate this book to Niels Madsen, Inuit Leader of tfieAli§ust Union
in Greenland. Mr. Madserontinues testruggleagainst colonialisnand a large mining
companyin an effort to maintain the rights of the Inuit in Greenlanasper from the
rubies oncommon heldancestral land.

Mr. Madsen's courageous efforts are an inspiration to all those who sugportsidle
small scale mining.

May jewelry sourcing be based on fair and equitable exchange that nurtures community
and regenerates ecology.

May the jewelry you purchase support the prosperity of the producers, the artisans and
small scale miners, réed in their local communities where they are born, live and die.
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Preface How to Use This Book

This book is a compilation of original articles and interviews framw.fairjewelry.org
over the past two years. It is written for the general public.

The issues$ write about are complex and nuanced. My views are continually evolving
and this writing represents a snapshot as | understand them at this point of fiome in
2009.

| publish the internetédés most compof ehensi ve
ethical jewelry productionwvww.fairjewelry.org It is my second full time job, on top of

my duties as president of a Reflective Images, a jewelry manufacturing company which is

a pioneer in ethical sour@rpractices.

My research into these topics parallels my own quest to reconcile my work in an industry
that has many toxic elements with my concern for the environment and human rights.

Each article or section can be read independently to get trenation that you need. At
the beginning of each section, | write a brief introduction which summarizes key points.
The articles that follow expand on the issues in that summery.

If you have only time to read one article, redldw To Purchase Ethicdlewelryon page
16. It will give you the information you need


http://www.fairjewelry.org/
http://www.fairjewelry.org/

Ethical Jewelry Issues Introduction

Jewelry marketing is nearly always targeted to appeal to your emotions. But the supply
chain that produces your piece, from mine to markek;iv&en by an entirely different set

of values. Precious metal, gem stones and manufacturing are highly commoditized, just
like oil or lumber.

Except for the final stage, where a ring appears behind glass, how a piece of jewelry
reachegou is often hdden even from the retailer who sells it. This disconnection

bet ween sourcing and the finished product
The purchase of any piece of jewelry is to some degree laden with symbolic significance.

Though som@eople in the jewelry sector have been concerned about sourcing issues for
many years, the movement was to a large degree birthed by the blood diamond tragedy.
Blood diamonds have funded wars that led to approximately four million Africans dying.
The No Drty Gold campaign gained ground in the same time period, but it was really the
film that got attention. For many retailers, jewelry equals diamonds.

As a ceowner of designer jewelry studio, | was a vendor at éweeler Circular

Keystone (JCKjrade show, the top jewelry trade show, in 2006 when the Blond
Diamond was released. Conferences had been organized by leaders in the trade to
address the issues.

| left my booth to my employeea Guatemalan immigrant who, during his breaks, would

bury himself into a biography of Che Guevasand wander ed t hrough t
a special section of the show restricted to miarguatch and platinum branesa place

so rarefied that your badge needed a particular logo in order to receive adigenH

Dazs bar from the buyerés | ounge.

The seminars with important industinsider talking heads discussed the impact of the
film on the trade and drew hundreds of people. But at the same time, the Rapaport
Group, a major player in the diamond seth@at advocates fair trade, sponsored the first
Afair trade jewelryo meeting.

Martin Rapaport, was advocating for fair trade jewelry and fair trade diamonds. This
meeting was attended by about fifty people, and it seemed that most of them were trade
press.

Since the root cause of blood diamonds thadack of fair tradewhy were so few

jewelers learning more about fair trade issues? Were not the very jewelers who profited
from selling blood diamonds walking around this trade show now? What thisout

whole issue of accountability, and truth and reconciliation, for the customers and the dead
Africans?

To understand the multiple levels of irony, | came up with a new theory that the brains of
some businessmen (the diamond industry is almostyta@i@athprised of men focused



solely upon making money) seem to be made of individual lead boxes, fused at their
boundaries to prevent communication around areas of emotional and empathic import.

As it turned out, the film really did not impact diamond salésr most in the jewelry

sector, blood diamonds became maintparketing issuenot a morality issue.

After it was over, many in the OrdMdstgl oat ed
people in the jewelry sector selling diamonds breathedhao$icelief and moved on.

A few of us, however, did not. | spent the following years at the show, sometimes posting
signs that screamed: Fair Trade Eco Friendly
me as if | were from another planet. In fadiyé in Santa Fe, New Mexico, where

everyone is a healer or artist who knows their sun, moon and rising signs. Seriously, |
recently got an email from nmamaste mmer ci al ban

Fortunately, there has been tremendous forwardemewt since that first meeting. On
the supply side, we now can purchase 100% recycled and fair trade precious metal.
Some diamond suppliers have created downstream economy through beneficiation
polishing projects in Botswana and Namibiafetv gemstonelealers are offering a clear
chain of custody.

Consumer surveys have shown that the public will change their jewelry buying habits if
they know that a piece of jewelry causes human or environmental abuses. To create a
market, those interested in purcingsethical jewelry have to be educated.

If just five percent of people walking inlomainstream jewelry stoeskedfor recycled
products and fair trade gemstones, then the supply chain would develop.

People have been adorning themselves foraat leventy thousand years. Jewelry is a
repository of culture and human adornment and allows us to connect with beauty and the
natural world.

| write this information with the hope that some dguvelry find its original talismanic
power where the aterials and craftspeople worked to create something worthy of our
own most cherished humanity.



Glossary of Terms
Below is a disussion of terms to which | refer the writing.
Artisan Miners:
Fifteen to twenty million in the Artisan Mining 8@r (ASM) around the world support
about one hundred million people. Artisan miners usually use little mechanization to

extract minerald they work by hand and might move about a ton of rock a day.

Some people, particularly those who favor large stahéng, might consider the term,

Aartisan minero a euphemistic description.

ecological contamination, particularly from gold mining where mercury is employed.

Yet the ASM sector has a huge potential upside if it ba done responsihlgnd many
international organizations are looking for ways to make this happen. For more
information, se@vww.communitymining.org.

Blood Diamonds:

The term, fAbl diccdondilamandseanmmdso are used
public, these diamonds are associated most readily associated by war torn areas in Africa,
as portrayed in thBlood Diamondilm which was released two years ago. This is in

accor dance winitioh of tonhflet didmbads asdiarfonds that originate

from areas controlled by forces or factions opposed to legitimate and internationally
recognized governments, and are used to fund military action in opposition to those
governments 0

However, anydiamond sold outside of the Kimberley Process Certification (KPC) is also
referred to as a conflict or blood diamond, even if that diamond was smuggled.

Anecdotal evidence supports my belief that smuggled diamonds from areas that are not in
conflict congitutes a far larger percentage of diamonds sold outside of Kimberley
Certification Process than diamonds from war areas. A diamond area might be one
hundred square miles and smuggling might reach as high as twenty percent.

The reason why so many diantsnare smuggled outside of legal channels is that the

small scale miners cannot get paid what their rough diamonds are worth without going on
the black market, largely due to the structuring of the Kimberley Process.

See the diamonds section for moreinf

Conflict Diamonds: see Blood Diamonds.

Conflict Free Diamonds:

1C

S
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Diamonds that are sold through the Kimberley Process Certification are considered
conflictfree. A di amond can be | abeled as #dAconflict
result of masive human misery and environmental degradation.

Diamonds smuggled from regions not in confbgtartisan miners trying to get a fair
price for their effectare still considered conflict diamond$o the detriment of the
African diamond sectoCanalian diamondsmore than any other diamonds, have been
heavily branded asonflict free. Canadian diamonds create massive environmental
impact

The critical issue is min®-market transparency, which allows one to know who
benefits, besides the retai] from the purchase of the diamond.

Diamond Grading

The grading of cut, clarity and color of diamonds is a big and competitive business. A

certain amount of judgment is involved in the grading of diamonds. However, one of the

big secretsinthdi amond business is that some | abs ar
Soft means that the same diamond gets a slightly higher grade in one lab than another.

For example, the fact that an EGL grading report may not be equivalent to a GIA grading

repat has enormous implications, particularly for online marketing of diamonds where
customers can make easy comparisons. Compan
way of qaining a competitive advantage and sgjlmore diamonds.

Eco Jewelry:

Ecojewelry can mean a wide variety of products, from beads strung on hemp to an
earring made of recycled precious metal. The key is to find out what exactly a company
means when making this claim. The more authentic companies will be transparent about
actual factory conditions as well as the sourcing of the material.

Ethical Jewelry

The term fAet hical | ewe;lfreguentlyuse the termdnysell about
to describe a kind of ethos around production. The problem is that vdoaisisered
ethical in the jewelry sector is a totally subjective concept.

For example, for just about all people in the diamond sector, a diamond sourced from a

De Beers mine is totally ethical. Their mines are third and sometimes fourth party
independentlyated. Their supply chain is tight. For large scale mining, what they are
doing is considered fibest practiceso in the

11



For others, particularly consumers who might

political views, the historicatontext of that company makes their diamonds an unethical
choice. They would never want to support DeBeers.

The same issue is true in regard to the environmental impact of Canadian diamonds,
which is huge. Someone who considers the environment argriatdor in decision
making might say purchasing a diamond from Canada is less ethical than a diamond
mined in some parts of Africa.

What is safe to say, | believe, is that the most ethical stance a jeweler can take is to
thoroughly know the sourcing bfs product from mine to market. Then the customer
will be able to determine what is ethical for him or her self

The difficulty is that it is not always possible for jewelers to know about the sourcing of
all elements in their supply chain. Items p@astd from secondary sources, such as
supply houses, are difficult to trace. The same is true for many gemstones, particularly
those that are in the lower price range.

Fair Trade Gold and Platinum

Through the work of the Association of Responsibleiin

(www.communitymining.orjy a recognized set of criteria for fair trade gold and platinum
has been developed. These metals are source from organized communities of small scale
miners, mainly in Columbigvhich has a project called, Oro Verddecause miners

receive a premium for their metal, which then has to go through a refining process, fair
trade precious metal cdoe as mucii5% more expensiveBut this snall scale mining

creates tremendous bendfit the local economies of these communities.

Fair Trade Jewelry

Fair trade jewelry until recently referred to jewelry produced by a small cottage industry
in the developing countries by companies that worked under broad fair trade principles.
Jewely is listed as a category in fair trade organizations, such as IFAT. The mainstream
jewelry sector has recently begun to develop principles and standards for fair trade
jewelry, but it is a very complex issue. See the fair trade jewelry section for more
information.

Fair Trade Diamonds

A fair trade diamond has huge commergatentia) but creating the right conditions is
difficult, mainly because the small scale diamond mining sector is often very chaotic. In
addition, there is the issue of polisgi We can be certain that fair trade diamonds will

be availablesome day Projects to organize the small scale diamond mining sector, such
as the Diamond Development Initiatil@Dl), are attempting to create the ground for fair

12
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trade diamonds. Also,iffany Foundation funded a feasibility study by TransfairUSA on
fair trade diamonds which | have read, tholiglave not seen thegudy made public.

The pivotal issue is who will the fair trade diamond benefit: the small, medium or large
scale diamond me? If fair trade does not support the small producer communities, then
its criteria will be suspect.

Fair Trade Silver

There is some silver that is a by product of small scale mining and is considered fair
trade, but it does not exist in commiatly available quantities.

Kimberley Process Certification (KPC):

KPC is aregulatory process, created to eliminate the flow of blood diamonds, or conflict
diamonds, into the market. It does not address labor or environmentalassues
environmental isues.

KPC favors large scale producers and governments and frequently works to the
disadvantage of small diggemho use black market avenues to skirt governmental
enforcement of Kimberley. These diamonds, which may or not come from conflict
areasare still labeled as conflict diamonds.

Some argue that KPC should be dropped entirely as it has become ineffective and
corrupt, and does not address critical issues. Others view KPC as critical even in its
fl aws. Regar dl essusedndhe marketmgo$ diamondsvas a wayPoC
shielding the general mainstream public from the serious sourcing.issues

The consumer interested in ethical sourcing is advised to go for mine to market custody
of diamonds, and not rely upon KPC as an ethptaform for diamond purchasing.

Large Scale Mining (LSM)

Mining is one of the largest industries in the world. The international mining industry

has always been widely supported by governments and financial institutions. In the
developing world, acading to the World Bank, LSM employs about 2 million people.

Costs and benefits for host nations of large scale mining depend upon their context.

In the best case scenario, LSM supports a local economy and generates revenue through

taxes.Inlessoptmum si tuati ons, | arge scal e mini
curse. o Raw materials are pulled out of

Recycled Precious Metal
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Recycled precious metal is metal that has been turned stifap from any number of
industrial sources. In the jewelry sector, one company, Hoover and Strong, has created a
brand around their recycled precious metal programs. They are a common source now
for many companies using recycled precious metals.

The alloys that are combined with the recycled precious metal are not recycled. Recycled
alloys can have trace impurities. Small amounts of chemical impurities make jewelry
production very difficult.

Small Scale Mining

It is estimated that there are &én to twenty million people engaging in small scale
mining, supporting about one hundred million people. Small scale mining, also known as
artisan small scale mining (ASM) can range from a person going out with a shovel and
pick to something far more saghicated. Manpower is intensive and technology is
minimal.

Small scale mining has been a focal point of government and aid organizations, since
their activities generate local economy and often since often these miners operate in poor
regions of the wrld. A focal point of those in the jewelry sector concerned about fair
trade is how to directly connect ecologically responsible ASM directly to market.

Transparency:

Transparency has become a buzz word. The general idea is that consumeiseshould

able to know how their jewelry is sourced, from mine to market. Companies are reluctant

to be transparent because supply chain is often a trade secret. Also, it is common for
companies to highlight some par tmentiamihg t hei r p
other elements that are not as appealing. When a company claims transparency, a jewelry
purchaser should attempt to trace all parts of their supply chain.

14



A New Movement n the Mainstream Jewelry Sector
(A version of this story as first published in Modern Jeweler, January 2008).

Shamsa Dawani, from the Womends Mineros Coop
chair to open a small paper wrapping to show me brilliant red garnets. They represent a

profound newhopefor those in the jewelry sector, such as myself, who wish to make it

socially unacceptable for anyone to purchase bling that is not fair trade mined and

fabricated.

Ethical jewelry? Many people passionate about the environment and socially
responsibility would bdd at such a concept within a sector known for the blood diamonds
and dirty gold. Yet real change is on the horizon.

| met Dawanon October 28, 2007 in Washington DC at the World Bank, during a
crosssector Ethical Jewelry Summit. Only one hundredppewere invited to this
meeting originally organized by Earthworks Action, a small environmental NGO that
works on mining issues.

Debeers, Tiffany, Cartier, WWF, Oxfam, the US State Dept, miners from across the
world, and small designer firms, suchmag own, met to hash out how to bring fair trade
practices in diamonds and precious metal extraction.

| examine Dawali s garnets, considering that
in India and mined who knows wherEven though we "hand pickhese inexpensive
gems, they remain a commodity that | seek to buy at the lowest possible price.

Dawani 6s garnetdés are mined and cut by women
hardship and support the "sheer entrepreneurial drive" of the businesswolrer
association. They have, in essence, a spiritual sparkle.

When Mining is Small

What usually comes to mind when people consider mining are huge open pits and earth
movers with terfoot tall tires.Yet, between 13 and 20 million men, women, ehifdren

from over 50 developing countries work in small scale mines, often in impoverished
areas associated with corruption, war, and terrible environmental conditions.

According to the World Bank, over 100 million people, including families and
communties, depend upon small scale mining for survival. These artisan miners produce
more raw materials and benefit more people than all the large scale multinational
operations combined.

But purchasing directly from artisan miners is challenging. The sapply often has

many links and the materials they produce may be mixed with other goods, where they
become just a commodity offered at the lowest possible price.

15



Even in cases when | have visited my supplie
havenot been able to truly know what is taking place in mines and cutting factories.

The chaotic nature of smaltale mining districts can lead to unsafe and unfair working
conditions and environmental damage. Artisan mining can be a beneficial contidbutor
economic growth in the developing world only when principals of sustainability are
introduced.

It costs more to mine responsibly. The goal of those in this movement is to give

consumers a way to be sure that their purchases support commurgtiesila wa ni 0 s . V
want to bring more of the wealth generated in the jewelry store back to those who depend

upon small scale mining to live.

Fair Trade

Fair trade exists to cultivate and grow the poor and marginalized producers. Itis in
essence an ecomic program linked to ecological responsibility and sustainable
developmentA critical component is third party certification and supply chain auditing.

Third party certified fair trade jewelry does not exist. However the Association of
Responsible NMhers, (ARM) is now producing third party certified gold from indigenous
communities in Bolivia and Colombia in limited quantities. With talk of adding
gemstones, ARM is at the forefront of creating a structure that supports those artisan
miners who mostheed help in getting their product to market.

A great amount of money can be made by placing a third party certification label on a
jewelry product.

Fair Labeling Organization (FLO) International has signed a memo of understanding with
ARM and appear® be in support of small scale mining. TransFair & American
branch of FLO) is doing a pilot study on diamonds, which has been funded by a grant of
$100,000 by Tiffany Corporation.

One important debate within the movement is what group sheullde beneficiaries of
certification agencies. Should fair trade be oriented to large scale predsiach as
DeBeers andiffany, and supply companies like Wislart, or should it support the
efforts of the small, impoverished artisan miners?

FLO isbacking the efforts of ARM. TransfairUSA, with its alliance with Tiffany, seems
to be leaning toward large scale producers. A fair labeling organization can make a lot
more money easily working with a few large mines, rather with poor people scratching
the dirt.

These issues are far from settled. It may be that FLO organizations are bypassed
altogether. One main outconaé the conference as the emergence wbrking groups
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which will focus on developing principles, standards and {pady asswance systems in
artisanbasedand smalscale metals miningOngoing discussions are currently being
held in the following areas: colored gemstones, diamond mining, recycled metals,
precious metal mining, and manufacturing.

| am, n fact, one of théeaders on the Manufacturing Committee attempting to create
guidelines for fair trade production.

Get Involved

Jewelry, an emotional purchase that often represents the highest human aspirations, is
greatly enhanced by ethical production. Thereigjuestion that the market demdod
ethically source jewelrgxists but thesupply chain dognot.

| have just returned from the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show, one of the largest events of
its kind in the world. | raigthe issue of ethical sourcimgth some vendors. Though
awareness is far greater now than a year ago, the jewelry asettiole is still in a
consensusrance of denial around ethical and environmental issues.

| believe change will be slow until there is a strong perceived mdekeand. If you are

interested in these issues and love jewelry, you can support change on the grassroots level
by asking your jeweler for fair trade products.

17



Purchasingan Ethical Diamond: Introduction

In 1939, Winston Churchill described theianos of Russiaasi A r i ddl e, wr ap|
in a mystery, inside an enigma. o Such | angu
out issues within the diamond sector. It is a massive, highly pbhitisiness that is as
commoditydriven as other industriaéstors, such as oil or lumber.

Every diamond has its impact uptire environment and society. The notion of
Aconffleed should be taken as a marketing ter
particular diamond from mine to market.

Is Your Diamad For Chumpgrovides an introduction to some of the
background issues around ethical sourcing, wBdercing Ethically Mined and Cut
Diamondggives specific recommendations. The article on Kimberley provides historical
detail and critiques.

Two inteviews with slightly opposing views give insight into the Canadian
diamond sector.

If there is to be any kind of redemption in the diamond story, itaeithethrough

you. Support diamonds that have a positive impact on people and plaeaemly
diamad worth buying today is the redemptive diamond.

18



Is Your Diamond for Chumps?

A Diamond Is For Chumpsvas a recent headline on Atlantic.com, linking to an article
http://www.theatlantic.am/doc/198202/diamond/hy Edward J. Epstein written in

1982. Epstein traces how DeBeers successfully manipulated cultural beliefs, linking the
ritual of engagement and marriage to the diamond.

It also details their attempt to maintain their cadeld points out, once again, how
common diamonds really @ea point | am reminded over every time | walk into a
hardware store and see diamond saw blades.

Discounting the poetic connection that some might recognize between saw blades,
diamonds and thechof getting married, the information provided in the piece is startling
even today, particularly because many jewelers continue to treat sourcing issues as a
marketing problem instead of a moral crisis.

Epstein helps one to understand how the dianti@u#, like other commodities,
perpetuates discordance in our humanitgo manydiamond worn onengaement
rings come from misery.

Simply speaking, we live in a fragmented world whawevery act of economic

exchange often undermines the environmeamd social communities essential to our
survival as a species. The commoditization of resources is at the root of this pervasive
issue. We live in a resourte-cashto-trash economy trash includes not only the
environment, but the communities and atdss in the way of commodity trains. In the
jewelry sector such irony is particularly noticeable because of what jewelry represents!

The diamond sectordés fragmentationatcontinues
diamonds are for chumps cha expressed in many different ways. In August, 2008, |

wr ot e: ARStriking Diamond CutstFerRefusihgn | ndi a
To Cut HARCenbdI| DchapWovwwdiaEreveelryorg/archives/190

AConflict free, 0 means Kimberl ey Process Cert
human rights, labor or environmental atrocity, a notion that in itself is unimaginable to

the large scale mining sector wdedatest efforts includeranding themselves as

A s ust a Corlibtfredds.broadly inerpreted in the marketing dfamonds to the

public to meara safe and ethical diamond

Any consumer purchasing diamonds wWiedieves that Kimberley in itself assures an
ethical diamad isto some degrea chump.

Indeed, the diamond business is still supporting a supply chain that comes out-of a neo

col oni al paradi gm. |l tds based on businesses
enriching corrupt governments that leardy pilesvapidmining tailings.
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Individualscontinue the tradition alisenfranchise indigenous groyggking them off
their land,or at worst, destroy them. Some of these diamond deakeemong the
richest people in the world, and their commercedesta kind of sulfuric stench over the
entire jewelry sector.

If you do not want to buy a diamond for chumps, the first step is to know where your
diamond comefrom and grapple with making a purchase that is ethical.

For some, purchasing a diamond fr@anada, despite the ravaging impact of mining in
the NorthwesfT erritory, is the best option.

For others, a diamond mined and cut in Botswana or Namibia is the better choice. These
diamonds are sourced from DeBeers and sold to other companiesgige @m

exemplary practiceshich bring downstream economy to economically disadvantaged
regions. DeBeers, formerly known as South Africa Inc, has over the past years, worked
hard to improve a company image which is based on an unsavory history.

At this point, we lack an option that would allow us to support a small scale artisan miner
directly. Yet we are in the beginning phases of a major transformation of the jewelry
sector, analogous to where fair trade coffee was in the seventies.

While some vho read thisvill say that we should not buy a diamond at all lielve in
rewarding thosattempting to be responsible with market support. Perfection should not
be the enemy of the good. Business is driven by market demand and by supporting small
efforts even if they are not perfect.

At least in the American and EU market, the time when the marketing of diamonds
completely divorced from their economic and social consequences is surely coming to an
end. The future demographic, the young people wpiesent the next decades of

economy for the jewelry sector, are wired into the truth that the world is a small place and
that social and environmental issues around the globe matter.

We can begin to connect our personal values to our economic choleesedemptive
diamond supports new relationships that are based on fair and equitable exchange. Itis
worthy ofbeing wornand reflective of its talismanic beauty. Wearing such a diamond
then becomes a symbol of a future we want to live in.
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Sourcing Ethically Mined and Cut Diamonds

Everyone involved in profiting from diamonds, fraw&GOswho raise thélood
diamondissue to their donorfeBeersto the average jeweler, markets to a target
audience. In the retail sector, issues of quality and price are in the forefront and
information on théi 4 S sasily available.

The questiorf what exactly constitutes athically sourced diamonds is more

difficult. Once you know the basic facts, the decision comes down to personal values.

Diamonds are eithenined byArtisan Small Scale Miner6éASM) 6 perhaps
moving a ton of gravedver a day, sorting through alluvial deposits; or highly
mechanized.arge Scale Mined_.SM) moving massive amounts of earth and rock with
large equipmentDiamonds from poor ASM miners hafigeled regional conflicts in

Africa, resulting in Ablosdidobambnds, di @imioo b

TheKimberley Processset up as a sector response to the black market diamond

trade that fueled regional conflicts, attempts to regulate the entire diamond sector.
Thoudh there is an international body, what takes place within a country around
enforcement varies tremendously. Kimberieprimarily selfregulated. Some diamond
producing countries, such as Venezuela, operate outside of Kimberley.

Every jewelry company ithe world will claim to be Kimberley Process

Compliant, selling onl WorldDRiamorfd Couccirecdnttye e 0

stated that | ess than one peruadngwarsor

the Ivory Coast and now, possibly, the Democratic Republic of the Congo. To say that

only one percent of diamonds were being mined and sold outside of the Kimberley
Process, however, would be inaccurate.

Because diamonds are easily trantgmband valuable, poor miners bypass

regulated diamond dealers to get a better price for their rough stones. Once a diamond

arrives in a polisherodés hand, it wild.l

It is likely that the majority of diamonds sold outside of the Kimberleg&ss,

known as Aconflict diamonds, 0 are simply

fund wars. But this distinction is not made in the marketing of diamonds because it
cannot be traced. Any diamond sold outside of the Kimberley process iseredsid
Aconflict diamond. o

These complex issues fuel misleading terminology in the marketplacedkat
it difficult to know what your money is supportin@he vast majority of people
purchasing a diamond are interested in getting the best price.

Forthose who are also motivated by ethical concerns, it is best not to get too

di

an
amond

cut

bl

caughtupintheintaret mar ket i n@ af amoonfsl. i Evefriydoedy
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Aconflict freeod aFrdoméanenthe widhesyyo siogtheir vafuase d .
thecritical issue is thisiexactlywherewas the diamond mined and cut?

Ideally, we would be able to source directly from a community of small scale
diamond miners that would alsat their own gemstones, which wouhdturn support a
strong local economy At this point, these models have yet to come fully into fruition
stages where a supply is readily available.

Therefore, we rely upon large producers that have organized progtaots
maximize benefit for the local economies where they operate.

Diamonds from Namibia and Botswana

Namibiais a country about half the size of Alaska, in Southern Africa bordering the
South Atlantic Ocean. It is mostly desert and its populatfgust over two million
depend upon its extractive industries, particularigaose it has very little farmland.

In the past, all diamondsom Namibia were cut in other parts of the world. Now, it is
possible to purchase a diamond miaed cutin this economically and pdaically stable

African countrywith organized diamongolishing irdustries. Thigroundbreaking

initiative allows more money and jobs to stay in local economies, which desperately need
well paying jobs.

The polishing facility where we source our diamonds supports over 100 local workers. It
represents auhctional example of skill transfer, job creation and economic

empowerment. In general, workers in the diamond industry earn twice the national salary
averagewhich is profound in a country with a relatively small population.

In the past, diamond compasihave been reluctant to create these typpojects

because they require huge new investments in training and infrastructure. The initiative
has been developed by a company which purchases unpolished diamonds from a mine
owned by DeBeers The envionmental responsibility of the mine is thidd forth party
verified.

Bot swana is one of Africabs most prosperous
diamond sector and has major polishing facilities that provide beneficial downstream

economy. Botswana diamonds, however, are only distributed through a select group of

large jewelry chais

Beneficiation in the diamond sector represents a best practice. The people involved in

this project are very forward thinking and dedicated to creatiyegtar situation in
Africa. They deserve and need market support.
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Diamonds From Canada

Canadads four | arge diamond mines are amo
and there is generally little differenaenongthem since they are all highly reguidtey
the Canadian government. Masserezironmental studies
http://www.fairjewelry.org/archives/17&re conducted regularly. Native people have
been compensated.

Almost all diamonds are gathered in central polishing locatiwhsre they are
intermingledr egar dl ess of their sourcCanaga Canadi an
Markohttp://www.canadamark.cortiiat gives you assurance that the gems were actually
mined in Canada. Cutting takes place in third party certified facilities. The companies
that run the mines know that their brand image depends upassbeane of a seamless
mine-to-market pipeline.

Canadandi amonds are heavily marketed as fAcon
to regional conflict or the tragic history of Africa and the diamond trade. What those
who push Canadian diamonds as the péxdhoice do notliscusss the infrastructure
required to transport millions of gallonsfokl. to run the machinery and generators in
the arctic tundra, creiag disruption to the environment. Canadian diamonds are part of
alargertrend thatisdrasta | | y i mpacting North Americabs |

Other Options: Created Diamonds

If you feel that the talismanic quality of converting coal to diamond under the earth is not
i mportant, consider i ndus tcreatadldibmondggr own di amo

Diamonds are a commodity and our work is to use our purchasing power to benefit

producer communities while minimizing environmental impBetfecton should not be

the enemy of the gal. My personal preference lies with purchasing diamonds that
support African econonresd i r ect | vy . Canadads careful mi ni
Namibia and Botswana represent the best of what the diamond sectemoféems of

ethical sourcig.
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Kimberly ProcessCertification: The Deal Is Rotten
AEverybody knows the deal i's rotten,
Old black Joe still picking cotton
For your ribbons and bows¢éo

(Leonard Cohem Ever ybody Knowso

The name, Kimberley, comes from tharl of Kimberley
a noblenanfrom England for whom the original diamond mining area of South Africa
was named. The first di amoedasveienmse WwWhiuah
the ground like giant carrots.

Kimberley was also the locati@f the first DeBeers mine named after the
DeBeers FarmBackin those days, there were hundreds, perhapsstdnds of small
scale artisaminers all of whom were white and European in ancestry.

Tribal societies actually occupielet 6000 acre allotments givenBoers where
diamonds were found. These early miners utilized disenfranchised tribal people as cheap
labor.

Big holes were dug. Boom towns rose up. The early Kimberlasweere so
densehey created markets that were quite unstable.

Eventually, the boorand-bust diamond business of the 1870s and 1880s enabled
Cecil Rhodesfinanced by th&® o t h s ¢amonig dtliers, to buy oall the white small
scale artianminers and consolidate the diamond market. DeBeers, known as the
Diamond Trading CompanTC) controlled the diamond market for ov@rehundred
years.

Fromthe latel 9 8 t @003, regional wars were funded by the diamond trade.
The Kimberley Process was created to stop these wars.

In fact, if there was one positive outcome of the blood diamond tragedy, it could
be the Kimberley Process Certification (KPCl&)agine the difficulty of creating a
comprehensive treaty with over seventy countries that would encompass all diamond
producers and purchasers, making conflict diamonds illegal. Given the complexity of the
diamond sector from mine to market, and the neinab countries involved, few believed
it could be done.
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The Details of The Treaty

KPCSis a legally binding treaty, signed by sevefdyr countries. Its purpose
was to create a trail of custy in the supply chain of diamonds that eliminated diamonds
being used for illicit purposes: the funding of regional conflicts.

In a nutshell, the goal of KPCS is to regulate the diamond trade, tracing diamonds
from mine to market through a clear and duoeated chain of custody. Part of the treaty
reads:

APartici pants are encouraged to ensure th
allow only those mines so licensed to mine diamonds. Participants are encouraged to
ensure that prospecting and mining gamies maintain effective security standards to
ensure that conflict diamonds do not cont ami

Note the word, fAencour aglbeolgh there&ch i s wused
missions that visit countries, enforcement of Kimberlexeis, very weakNo
government wants to get kicked out of Kimberley. The treaty supports their ability to
regulate and tax diamonds. Yet within each country, the treaty is still highly self enforced
and self regulated.

Just about everyone sees KPCS asamrest and valiant attempt by the
international diamond industry that works with NGOs and governments to create a better
platform. The stakes for the treaty are high. The image of diamonds since the blood
diamond tragedy has fully depended upon KPCS.

Yet there are no meamd insuringthat jewelers sell diamonds that have been
Kimberley certified.

KPCS absolutely does not address environmental abuses resulting from diamond
mining. Nor does it assure ethical labor in the diggingof diamonds, unless yoderons
diamonds produced hynder compensatesinall scale miners, or child workers in
unregul ated environmental <conditions as fieth

Indeed, even when diamonds come completely traced from legitimate sources,
under the aegis of the KPCS, many diamond migentinue to exist in abhorrent living
conditions. The activities in Angola by the star of the Israeli diamond industry, Lev
Leviev, who was the first to break the DeBeers cartel, are well documented.

The New York Times wrote a very informative article Sierra Leos:
ADi amonds Move Fr om BI.dhouhtieawar&Bgene artis#nn d Tear s
miners still live in abhorrent conditions and are paid often well under $100 a month.

At a Fair Trade Jewelry conferenaewhichl presented in June, 2008, Sue
Saanario, the US State Departmentsdé Speci al
theneeddr a AKi mberl ey 11.0
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Kimberley And The Artisan Diamond Diggers

Kimberley was created to stop the flow of revenues that funded regional conflict.
It was really the small scale diggers that were finding and selling these diamonds, though
large scale diamoncbmpanies were in the game. DeBeers was purchasing diamonds
from these small producers until 1999. These days, large scale producers source from
their own mines which are tightly controlled, which is part of their Kimberley assurance.

Nevertheless, it isertainthat if someone brings a pocket full of uncut diamonds
to the back alleys of Mumbai, Antwerp or New York, they will, with the exception of
those that are busted, find a way into the supply claiaranteedThey will end up
Kimberleywashed by dimond dealers.

Every diamond dealer in the world will claim to be Kimbgr@mpliant. In other
words, many lie. My concern is thatar too much business taking place just as it
always has: under the table.

At the Istanbul Gem Show in 2007, | spokgemsively to a big diamond dealer
therewho had a large booth abdbe massiveamount of diamonds that are traded
outside of KimberleyUpwards of ten or fifteepercent, he told me. Diamonds are very
easy to smuggle.

In a Wall Street Journal articlB,De Beer s Pol i,teehCEQofl t 6 s | mage
DeBeers, Penny stateil:l t i s esti mated that 99. 8% of al l
through the Kimberley Process, whickeisx t r aor di nary. 06 | do not kn

statistic comes from.

As Mark Twain said: AThere are three Kkind
statistcs 0 A di amond field can be ten square mi/l
fifteen percent, according to amternational diamond expert whose specialty is human
rights issues.

The only way it can be true, is that so n
diamonds, which are massively smuggled through the small scalegrsattor where
many African diamondare soured.

Today, diamonds are funding regional conflicts in Zimbabwe, which recently had
mass killings in their diamond fields

Also listed as blood diamond sources are Deenocratic Republic of the Congo
and the Ivory Coast. All these issues are detailed and widely publishe@ &nership
AfricaCanada whi ch has become the ficonscienceo of

No one knows what peentage of diamonds are funding wars versus what

percentage are simply being sold on the black market by small scale diamond diggers
trying to survive.
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The critical issue here is smuggling. Not all smuggled diamonds are blood
diamonds. Th&epublic of Congpfor example, has no diamond mining, yet the country
has been exporting large amounts of diamonds which cannot be traced to any origin.
Venezuela has about ten thousand artisan diggensaanaot signed on to Kimberley at
all.

Yet KPCS statesii A | | artisanal and i nfor mal di amo
and only those persons so |icensed should be

According to theDiamand Development Initiativ€DDI), which is addressing the
difficulties in the small scale diamond mining sector, there are up to 120,000 diggers in
Sierra Leone, 800,000 in the Democratic Republic of Congo and many tens of thousands
in Angola, Liberia, Brail, Guyana, Venezuela and elsewhere.

Before Kimberley, diamonds were often traded without state regulation. Now, for
diamonds to go through proper channels, over a million small scale artisan miners who
dig for diamonds in adddioiandd deglolsittes fMmauwtth d

AAut hori zed deal ers?0 fALicenses?0 Conside
place. They lacked social institutions and were massively corrupt. Huge amounts of
business takes place around the world outside of gt control and taxation. Why
would a small scale digger want to be taxed on his sale?

It could be argued that at least these diamond diggers do not haveocetigein t
head, though how mudchis isa result oKimberley is subject to intpretation.

Nation buildng takes many, many years and great resources. Yet, the
effectiveness of the treaty rests upon the ability of governments to create fair systems.
This is an impossible prerequisite andhisa ¢ h i | | o8 KPES Ihesseritially made
Kimberley 6s ef fectiveness questionable from the

Governments limit the licenses and there is often an intricate web of relationships
that work against the small scale miner. Officially sanctioned middle men are inevitably
going to pay as little as they caa they can make more money.

In fact, the licensing system naturally lends itself to cartels which funnel all the
diamonds through a few favored suppliers. For the miner, getting a fair price for a
diamond or going blacknarketmay be the difference betee having food for a family
andgoing hungry. Ironically, the Kimberley Process, which was created to eliminate
Abl ood diamondso did so by creating conditio

This type of legal structuring is not present in the sale of arey ggmstone. If |
want a Zambian emerald, | can go to a region where stones are mined, and buy directly
from the source. | could develop a strong relationship with an artisan group and pay them
absolutely the best price, assuring that they would keep¢hendor me.
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Then | could take the ruff to cutters in Namibia, Botswana or Bangkok. If | was
really ambitious and had the scalability, | could invest in local cutters. Thus, | could bring
the done to market assuring mib@market custody on a small seal

Whether this diamond woulge considered fair trade an issue beyond the scope
of this article. It would certainly providaine-to-marketcustody for the small scale
miner. But | cannot do this with diamonds without breaking international law.

This tangled welexplains why it has been so difficult to bring anything like an
ethically sourcd diamond from a small scale miner to market. The paper trail and
governmentegulation for all the good it does, also essentially smothers a lot of
opportunity forthe entrepreneurial gem trader.

A Great Marketing Scheme

Kimberley has become an excellent marketing scheme that provides great cover
for jewelers who simply want to contintie do business as usual. It is even used to
undermine legitimate attempts tosathe standards. An extreme example was in the
Baselworld International Jewelry Trade Show in spring, 2008. This statement appeared in
the daily newsletter by a leading official from the Antwerp diamond industry.

ADet er mi ni ng t heltobtheiKignberley Precesa and guaranteds r e s u
customers that this is a fair trade diamond which has been produced in accordance with
ethical standards. o

Not only is this attempt to brand Kimberley with an ethical code of conduct
inaccurate, but to link Kimbky with the concept of fair trade is deeply undermining for
those who are attempting to achieve the illusive goal of a true fair trade diamond.

On the retail front, an article in the di
surveyed sales people in Ldsgas, NV exposing the banality of jewelry stores that sell
diamonds, often misinforming customers in regard to conflict diamond issues while
selling. The article never made it online because it generated so much controversy. It is
easy to get the impressi that the blood diamonds tragedy is viewed by many in the
jewelry trade as a public relations issue rather than a moral crisis.

Wh a ftpabdtisularlyconfusing on the consumer end is how terminology is used in
the marketing of diiaamomondso Taedti@conf ARib¢obodi
used synonymously. To the public, these diamonds are most readily associated with war
torn areas as portrayed in the recent fil m.
of conflict diamonds agi d i a mo n dginate flora area® aontrolled by forces or
factions opposed to legitimate and internationally recognized governments, and are used
to fund military action in opposition to tho

However,Wikipedia has a slightly different but important emphasis on the notion
of conflict free:i Aconflictfree diamodi s a di amond whose profits
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wars and which is produced and mined unelérical conditions Only diamonds that are
certified and can be tracefdom the mine to the consumeaare conflictf r ee di amonds . O
(my bold)

I n this definition, since chopnrfoldiuccte df r e e O
and mined under ethical c on,dbetcomesnsé from min
understandable why some companies have based their entire marketing on the claim that
conflict free applies only to diamonds mined in highly controlled western nations, such as
Australia and Canada.

The Net Effect of Kimberley

The real lack of teeth in theiidberley treaty leads any skeptical and ethical
person who knows a little about the history of the diamond trade to wonder about the real
reason so many countries and diamond dealers have supported the treaty.

The treaty does not address the social andauic relationships which were the
cause of the blood diamond tragedy. It is a perfect collusion between government and
large scale mining toontrol the diamond sector. Let look at the real outcome, its two
main results. What it essentially accompdishs:

[J To formally disenfranchise small scale artisan miners by setting up channels which

make their attempts to be fairly compensated for the digging much more difficult (which
accounts for the black market trade.)

[0 To provide perfect cover for thenarketing of diamonds. Everyone can continue to
claim Kimberley compliance even though the black market continues to thrive.

1 To give large scale mining added advantage, since they easily comply with Kimberley
without any real burden.

[0 To allow largescale mining (the key stakeholder that framed the Krfale

Certification Process) tprovide the greatest assurance of mine to market custody.
(LSM=KPCS.)

As a diamond seller, | get calls all the time offering massively discounted
diamonds with pricetat ar e not available through offic
the diamonds from large producers like Rio Tinto and DeBeers. | wonder where those
Abargainsodo are coming from?

The irony of naming the current legal document Kimberley. For those wiw kn

history it is kind of an inside joKelike the Native Americans who opened casinos
around my home in Santa Fe, New Mexi co, nami
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Everybody Knows

In May, 2009, lan Smillie, perhaps the most respected international diamond
human rights expert, resigned from his positi

In an article published by Chaim Ev&ohar inDiamond Intelligence Brief
online, he statedf We r ef use to deal with human rights
surelyafundme nt al i ssue for a body that aims to s
basic truth: when regulators fail to regulate, the systems they were designed to protect
coll apsebo

In another article, Zohar, who is also a member of the World Diamond Council
(WDC), was quoted in thdohannesburg Timess saying,

AThough the very existence of the KPCS ha
magnificent achievement, it is slowly degenerating into an antdeatic, non
accountableandnenr ansparent mechani sm. o

Alts key members spend great efforts figh
feedback to their constituencies and stakeholders as a way to mask their inability to act
responsibly and do what they angpposed to do. As such, the KPCS is evolving in ways
that will gradually erode its trust and standing within and outside its immediate
stakehol der communities. 0

Kimberley was always, initsessenfiea n ant i d e a@auntableand, non
norttransparenime ¢ h a nSmslinscale mining, the key stakeholder, did not have full
consultation.

Though Kimberley was framed in large part by NGOs, suchlaisal Witness
t he Jewel rofKimberey toareats a fairsard ethical diamond supply chain is
analogous to believing that the plumbing, electrical, foundation, walls, ceiling, and roof
of a house will change when you paint from optic white to off white.

Until we have truth and recoifiation, can we be sure of the real intentions and
sincerity of the WDC along with their network?

Perhaps the World Diamond Council could look in the mirror instead of reflecting
blame to those corrupt states (which provide them their products), thelaynProcess
(which they framed) and the Artisan mining sectawr which they purchase).

But the really big question | want to know is where these upstanding members of
the diamond trade we ten years ago, when all thvars funded by diamonds were tadi
place. Why did they not do something after 10,000 were killed, or 100,A00G%,00Q
Weretwo million deaths to fund regional wars enough? NO. They still sold their
diamonds and lived in @onsensusrance in which money was more important than
humarity.
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Why did they wait until 4 million? And
jewelers as a whole really notice these issues untBlihed Diamondmo vi e? | snoét

something wrong here? Or is it that | am really misguided and mistrustful of their
motives to feel that their voices ring somewhat hollow, without any truth and
reconciliation?

The Kimberley Process Certification (KPCS) is part of a historical continuum.
First the blood diamond tragedy, which wiped out about four million Afridansvhich
no one in the diamond sector has ever been held accountable; and then Kimberley,
created to marginalize the small scale miner and better control the diamond sector to the
advantage of large scale mining companies colluding with governments.

The process ctinues to be used to mislead the public. If you have a cynical view
of the diamond sector and their motives, you could conclude that KPCS, for the
disenfranchised diamond digger, it is a perfeot, Two Blow!

Conclusion

Some people will read this articdad say that | totally oppose Kimberley, which
is not true. Many, many people are working very hard to give this treaty more teeth. | do
not fault the treaty for its shodmings. It may be displayingsitbest possible outcome,
given the ground upon whichis constructed.

This does nathowever, change the walye jewelry sector uses Kimberley in its
marketing. Obviously, | also have strong concerns about its effect on the small scale
diamond miner.

There is one simple, elegant solution which would glate most of the black
market for diamonds. Small scale diggers need real incentives to wonk KRICS. For
this to happen, werould need to create real free markets that would make the black
markets obsolete.

Make it beneficial for the small miners¢ell in KPCS markets. Let those

w h
t h

governments implementing the Kimberley processWithut hor i z jastipagtieea |l er s 0

small scale minors what the diamonds are really worth.
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How Canadian Diamonds ImpactPeople and he Wild

An Interview with Tracey WilliamsTrustee for TheCanadian National Parks and
Wilderness Society

Tracey Williams has been living in a community near the diamond mines since 1999 and
has extensive experience wittitirst Nationcommunities. This interview provides a first
hand accounf the effect of massive strip mining in the tundrath on Natives and

wildlife.

Over the past few years, the Canadian diamond industry has branded itgeffasta
Aguilt free choiceo for the progressive
committed to creating benefit through African diamonds. Though no conflict diamonds
are coming from Canada, every diamond has an impact, no matter where ifrcames

cons

Mar c: For many months now, | 6ve been trying

what is taking place in the Canadian diamond sector.

Tracey:For you as jeweler, this is a question of gradients. You have to have a
source of gemstones that you caa aad that can be consistently supplied, a quality
product that you can feel good about.

Marc: | interviewed a wildlife biologistKim Poolelast May. He told me that the mines
are very well managed.

Tracey:When Kim says that Canadian diamond mines are heavily regulated and
heavily looked after, I think that overall, the regulatory process in Canada isagbout
intelligent on most points as it gets. But one thing to keep in mind: it all depends upon
what is enforced and enforceable. You have all these things written down and that is only
as good as the ability to uphold what is put down in principal.

In the Northwest Territories, the Canadian government and the aboriginal people
have made some miges in dealing with the companies. But aboriginal people have put
themselves in a position of authority. They are continually coming back with political
clout to assure certain agreements have been signed. So far, diamond mining companies
have been adhegmmore or less with these.

Marc: More or |l essé Youdbre implying then

Tracey: There are impact and benefit agreements, these areesmmomic
agreements thatclude training and work quota that have to be fileéy might come in
once or twice a year and take pictures to make you think that they are actually there every
day, making sure that the environmental standards are being strictly enfidregdre
putting much more into thearketng of the image of upghtness
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But when you compare and contrast there are people far and away in much worse
situation® such as the Navajo. The courts in Canada are strongly aligned with first
nation rights and treaty. That is one thing that is going in favor for Firstiégbeople in
Canada. The Territories are an interesting anomaly to North America. They have learned
from the context in other places.

Marc: As mines opened, have all the companies that mine diamonds more or less
followed the same procedures?

Tracey:DeBeers has a big project that they want to develop which is in a
watershed flowing through a 32,000 sqg km
protected areas. People here are not into that (the new diamond project). DeBeers are
upholding every environental assessment but they were working hard to avoid the
higher level of review, which is a paneled environmental impact review (EIR).

This communitysaidny ou wono6t avoid this review,
authorities sided with that of the commugst This community has been very good about
doing their homework. But they have a constant battle to uphold their rights.

DeBeers just opened the third diamond mine in the NWT, and are planning a 4th
project, Gacho Kue. The people here have a lot diesfiathinkers and fighters and are
not interested in seeing that through. The indigenous people have one advocate within the
governmental structure here they can depend on: the courts acknowledge treaty rights.
Those rights are tied to land tenure.

Marc: What is your involvement with these communities?

Tracey: | work with elders and community researchers on land issues, traditional
land use, mapping and collecting oral history for various projects in all kinds of ways.
My work is to assist community pe@plo exercise the will of the People, the elders.

Marc: Are these groups more or less aligned in their views?

Tracey: Every community is different in the territories but there is a universal
trait. They are all very much passionate about their connectithe land they walk on. It
is obvious, and still practiced. That there is nothing more true. | have witnessed it, seen it.

| know young leaders, and worked with up and coming leaders. The elders had
their own hard decisions to make. Their biggest eosfivere around questions like, do |
take the payment that the government is offering me and send my kids to residential
school or do | keep them here within their culture and language? What | can offer them in
terms of future if they cannot walk the twoltures? Younger leaders today essentially
have similar struggles, but they have more outside influence of contemporary North
American cultural persuasion and influence to contend with. Consumer culture is a strong
force. These influences take time awegnf language transmission or being on the land.
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The values espoused there, on TV, in movies and video games are not ones necessarily
aligned with traditional or contemporary understandings of First Nations culture.

What the companies do when they come e area is to find those people who
will be allied with their points of view of how economic development is going to
proceedThen they separate them from people who see the need fotasttieses
which may be less immediately in termseabnomic gainThe companies try their best
to fragment the communities.

In the best case scenario, the chief and councils are strong enough to organize
their community to make a stand for reasonable economic development with their
interests represented. A cornerstoheommunity consultation is illustrated by the
proposed McKenzie Valley Gas pipelinebs Berg
indigenous social justice and it happened in the early seventies. The proposed oil and gas
pipeline was to run from therétic Ocean along the McKenzie River to Edmonton. A
federal commission was to write a report to Premier and ministries. It took three years to
do the full review. Judge Berger held hearings in every single one of the 35 communities
in the McKenzie Valley iad listened to the elders, everyone. It was the first time that oral
history was considered testimony. From listening to everyone, Judge Berger made many
recommendations. These included that a string of protected areas be created along the
Valley to protetthreatened species, that the pipeline proposal be postponed for ten years
due to the considerable harm it would inflict on communities, that construction phase
would be the bulk of jobs for people, that no long term employment projections were
realistic.

Marc: How are the communities impacted by the diamond mines?

Tracey: The mines here are not directly adjacent to daily community life, yet the
environmental impacts to their traditional lands, in their watersheds are felt; people still
use and eat foddarvested from the land. Concern over environmental degradation of
their land causes considerable real stress to all members of the community. They work at
the mines. They try to maintain consistent family life with one parent usually on a
schedule of twaveeks on, two weeks off. This is difficult. But they also see the fact that
these forces of development and mining are huge and they have to get the most out of
mining companies as they possibly can.

In some cases, what they are getting now is too Igdejcularly with BHR the
Ekati Mine. This was the first diamond mine in the NWT and in Canada. It broke up the
community because some people may say the Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA) is just a
form of bribery. The corporation or multinational is novwpegted to negotiate dBA

with the impacted communityi( e s ) . | BAGOS @acoromicagseenerdtd | y soci o
between the company and the aboriginal government whose traditional territory is under

mi neral exploration or denowiksepnmereat . The f act
progress, but the first IBAs were signed before people understood the real money coming

out of the mines. Again, | BA6s are only as g

the First Nations or aboriginal group(s) signing onto them.
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Marc: What about the environmental impact of these first mines?

Tracey: The real issue here is contamination; these diamond mines are on the
tundra impairing water quality and all that survive on the water indefinitely into the
future. The tundra is veifyagile, permafrost. Putting a town in the middle of tundra
which is dependent on diesel generaioysu can only imagine how much fuel is
required to be shipped in, not to mention every single repair, supplies, food for 300
people in a moonscape situatiorwinter. It is crazy, what they have managed to create
in a tundra landscape.

It 6s all about the ice road trucker, driv
mine you have all kinds of impaétsoads and infrastructure, waste water, spills of oll
and gas, the dust from trucks driving up from the pits 24 hours a day, and the oxidizing
waste rock pilesé what they do to the water
l'ife, 1 s monumental . With di-vwellmowdtoxrmi ni ng, VYo
chemical separation processes, but you are using high amounts of energy using
generators, and there is water contamination.

These are universal traits to strip mining the world over. Unless you are panning
in alluvial deposits for the gems, you éweking at crazy underground mines or strip
mining. On the tundra, the impact of the footprint of one diamond mine on ecological
habitat is enormous.

Plus, these mines are often | ocated in th
boreal forest. The Caribdwerds, in great number, are incredible feats of nature. The
shear numbers of mammals moving together in a great pattern from boreal forest to the
tundra to the shores of the Arctic Ocean every year is astonishing. These mines are in the
midst of those migation patterns.

Marc: What other issues are there?

Tracey: One of the boons to mining industry here in the Territories is the amount
of water available. No one else is using it. No other players. Enforcement is dicey. You
are out there on your own. Ya@an do pretty much what you want. If something spills
and there is an accidéniwvho knows.

That said, there are pretty good environmental controls and independent boards to
oversee scientific data that include aboriginal traditional knowledge and scierperts
to uphold standards. But acid mine drainage (ADM) is a real issue, affecting PH levels,
thus all life in the water. Although water quality monitoring is taken seriduallythe
various quantities are measured, so if something falls out of abtepaits there are
levels of alarm that can be raised, there is a tremendous amount of uncertainty around
predicting ADM rates. Yet, acid generation may not start up at a mine site for decades
and persist for literally hundreds of years. Certain polynmetise processed kimberlde
the rock formation diamonds in the rough are faumdve also been proven toxic to life
in the water column, the aquatic food chain.
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At least in Canada, we have independent boards respected by mining, aboriginal
groups in techical panels to review regular environmental monitoring reports made by
industrial environmental teams. That being said, the impact of thee sitenfootprint
canot dstenatedrtodtbes tundra environment. BHP and Diavik Diamond mines
found that biologsal technicians were reporting there was just an incredible enticement
that the mines posed to the animals.

Marc: Enticements?

Tracey: The wolverine populatiah the home range of a wolverine is vevery
large, several hundred square kilometers on thaéréumhere must have been 12 or 13
wolverines attracted to the site one season that | was reviewing documents from mines on
the subjed they have an incredibly large territory. For that many wolverines to be
attracted by the mine by the foraging opportesitinto one area, for scavenging around
the footprint of the mine site, is a huge impact to their behavior and habitat. That happens
year after yed the actual mine site poses a gigantic impact to the tundra ecology and to
wolverines in particular.

Marc: Are there other examples?

Tracey: Concerning the mine as a huge scavenging opportunity for other animals,
foxes, bears are trapped in varying numbers as well at mine sites. The caribou herds, and
in particular the Bathurst Herd and Beverly Herd migrapatterns and herd size have
definitely been impacted. A researcher affil
elders and hunters actually helped to conduct one of the latest surveys of the Bathurst
Herd. It was very labor intensive, a tremendameant of flight time over incredible
distances, and involved a lot data crunching. You can only do a certain percentage of
their territory. Herd numbers are at an all time low. Very costly and difficult to
complet® often due to weatheraerial surveysra practically the best tool to assess
their health and overall population as a herd. The Beverly barren land caribou herd size
recently surveyed fall of 2008 reported numbers shockingly low.

Changes in herd size fluctuate and herds will shift in digtahubut there is real
concern around the fact that human activity could speed up decline in population size of
the herds. The mines are right in the middle of their migration patterns. | believe that
mines are partially playing a part and probably aiBgant part in the reduction of the
survey numbers.

Yet when people purchase a Canadian diamond, they are buying it often because
they feel It is a conflict free, et hical di a
environment.

You can only hold that ew that Canadian diamonds are the conflict choice if

conflict is defined purely as war, and class politics as played out by the motion picture
Bl ood Diamond?é.
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This is a process of education. People are manipulating the system to assure
themselves a slicef the market. It may take some jostling to uncoteget the lenses

focused rightto bring out the fuller pictureso that the consumer better understands their
choices.

So conflict free doesné6t take inofo consi d
air, water and land, often in some of the most pristine places held sacred to indigenous
peoples the globe over, the damage to waters
ecological damage left in its wake. Persistent probléftsafter the shorte of the
mine is over, of strip mining or deep underground mining, will be left for our children to
endure. The impact to quality of ecological life is serious.
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The Impact of Canadian Diamond Mining from a Wildlife
Biologist Perspective

Kim Poole,www.aurorawildlife.comhas over 25 years of professional wildlife
experience in the public and private sector throughout western Canada, with extensive
experience in the Northwest Territories where diamond misiteking place.

His work focuses on wildlife researelmdmanagement,sawell aswildlife habitat
management and assessment.

I met him in British Columbia, where we discussed diamond mining issues. These
follow up questions were sent via email.

Marc:Let 6s start with your experience studying
Canada. What exactly was the scope of your work around the diamond mines and
who employed you?

Kim: | have been involved in environmental monitoring and assessment of
diamond mines ithe NWT for about 5 years, designing, assessing and reviewing
wildlife programs. | have come at this from the perspective of an independent consultant
designing and reviewing monitoring wildlife programs, and more recently as a member
of the Independent Eironmental Monitoring AgencylEMA), a public watchdog for
environment al monitoring of BHP Billitonés

Marc: Who owns the land that the mines are on and how are these mines impacting
the environment and wildlife?

Kim: | am not certain, but | believe most of the mines are Crown land owned by
the Federal government. Mines of this nature have an impact on the environment and
wildlife at some scale. The Ekati mine, for example, currently t28skar? footprint.

This leads to local displacement of small mammals and birds and impacts to the
vegetation. At a larger scale these NWT diamond mines have made great efforts to
minimize and mitigate potential impacts to the environment. Some changesaguatic
and terrestrial systems have occurred, but these are minimized and contained to the
greatest degree possible. Thus, while there are still potential impacts that are currently
being addressed and uncertainties in the system that require fuathiéonmg, on the

whole these mines operate in an environmentally sound manner.

Marc: Can you have a sense of how this economic development is affecting the
Native communities, for better or worse?

Kim: Sociceconomic impacts are not my specialty, buséhmines appear to
have produced welpaying, longterm training and employment for Aboriginal peoples in
communities scattered across the north. In areas where opportunities for economic
advancement are limited, | believe this has tended to smooth thredmabbust cycle of
resource development that has occurred in the past in some areas. This obviously has had
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an impact on the traditional Aboriginal lifestyle practiced by most Northerners until
recently.

Mar c: | 6ve heard fr om Iloobonktewn which brings ondae |l | owk ni f
whole set of problems. Any sense of this?

Kim: I lived in Yellowknife for 15 years in the 1980s and 1990s, leaving just as
the Ekati mi ne, Canadadés first diamond mine,
and dependineavily on resource extraction (the town was built on two gold mines),
Yellowknife has always had a frontier/bogown flavour. The diamond mines have
definitely intensified this milieu.

Marc: Diamond mining is expanding in the region. What do you view athe critical,
ongoing environmental risks as mining expends?

Kim: The main risk is to ensure that the cumulative impacts of all human activity
do not adversely affect the environment, specifically wildlife. Any one mine on its own
may produce relatively mor, localized impacts, but in concert with all other activity, all
these sources of development (mining developments, communities, camps, lodges, etc.)
may exceed some threshold that could cause negative impacts. Some wildlife in the north
have huge anrmal ranges that have the potential to interact with sources of disturbance
across a broad area.

Marc: In your opinion, are all mines the same in terms of impact on the

environment, or are some better managed t han
understand is whether or not a particular site has a more onerous reputation than

other sites.

Kim: In this day and age, | suggest all mines in the North have environmental
standards that are far superior to those which occurred in the past. There are a multitude
of reguhltory requirements, licenses, and permits that are required to construct and
operate a mine, and a host of regulatory agencies that monitor this process. That said,
each company has a subtly different approach to the process, which means that some are
indeed easier to work with and better managed than other.

Marc: Would you recommend a Canadian diamond to your environmentally
activists friends?

Kimm:l' f a diamond is in someoneds plans, yes,

Marc: Anything else that youdd |ike to ad?
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Kim: Readers may wish to visit thEMA websitefor updates on our review of
the environmental program at Ekati. Similar websites are available for the other 2
operations diamond mines in the NWOigvik andSnap Lakg
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Fair Trade Challengesin the Gemstone Sector*SEE
CONTENTS***

Thisfirst article in thissection give a broad ewiew of some of the issues involves in
fair trade gemsines.

The next article, a conversation between an American and African on gemstone sourcing,
shows how challenging the issue of trust is between those who source the stones and
those who buy them.

This article is followed by an interview with Guy @erbuck, who has been able to

establish strong relationships with Africans in Zambia based upon remarkableltrigst.

is followed by an interview with Mi ke Argene
Sourceo platform.

An article on the Burmese ruliypycott argues that the issues are not as straightforward
as they have been presented generally in the press.

Finally, I myselfhave been involved in launching a campaign to let the English speaking
world know what is taking place in Greenland aroundskee of rubies.
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The Challenges and Opportunities
in Supplying Fair Trade Gemstones

The issue of fair trade gemstones is complex and difficult to sort out. What |
will outline here are three different scenarios that offesmlities for more transparent,
ethical sourcing of fair trade gemstones from artisan miners.

Small Scale Cooperatives

The first scenario in the development of fair trade gemstones involves
cooperatives. The Wo me naisan ékampleofgsm@lb oper at i
scale mining group that offers gemosthebenefitof alocal community.

The Association of Responsible Mining (ARM) has developed standards for fair
trade precious metal which have been widely recognized as exemplary.pdityrdair
trade precious metal is already available on the market. It is within the realm of
possibility that they will go into the gemstone sector as well.

Fair trade Diamonds have also been considered by groups that are under the
Fair Labeling Orgaizations (FLO). One issue is what group will the fair trade diamond
label benefid large, medium or small producers.

Independent Initiatives

A second example involves pioneers such as Columbia Geimashave
developed the resources to contrachvgbvernments and mines to create a fair trade
based system with a select group of stones. Many suppliers and retailers in the
mainstream jewelry sector now heavily depend upon this selection of gemstones.

Columbia has developed and publisiitsawn fair trade standards for
gemstone production. The pioneering work of Eric Braunwart, founder of the company,
is widely respected in the entire jewelry sector and beyond.

Independents

A third example includes working with individuals who contact theers and
develop relationships based upon a fair trade ethe®rk with one individual who has
painstakingly developed a direct relationship with miners in Zambia and Sri Lanka.

One particular village where my contact now sources excellent emerdlds ha
actually closed their emerald mine for years because they were no longer witlimg to
businessvith unscrupulous dealers.

His commerce now supports schools and At&atment prograni®r the
village as a whole. This person takes his stones tatigydar clean cutting factory in
Thailand in whichworkersare well paid.

42



There are certainly other gemstone dealers who work carefully to assure that
their supply chain, from mine to trade, is clean and ethical. One example is Zultanite,
which is souced out of one mine in Turkey.

The Key Element: Trust

One could argue that third party assurance is necessary in ardeese efforts
to be credibleEach of these scenarios involves, more than anytisgy trust. The
peoplein my currentsupplynetwork br fair trade gemstorsdeel as strongly about ethics
as | do.

Those of us in the jewelry trade need to consider how we can bring in as many
different types of scenarios that have higher ethical standards as possible. Just focusing
on a few vith "fair trade" third party certification will not sufficient.

Yet the most effective means to drive this whole fair trade gemstone movement
forward lies with the consumer. When there is a grass roots demand at the brick and
mortar jewelry stores fanore ethically sourced gemstones, the supply chain will
respond.
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A Trade Rooted in Mistrust

This is a series of articles | posted on fairjewelry.org between two people in the gemstone
trade. The back and forth provides some insight into thiacles that need to be
overcome.

Jim Fiebig On The Work In Madagascar.

Jim Fiebig (www.sellmorecolor.com) has been a passiate advocate for the artisan
mining sector for many years. Here, he describeshe current situation in
Madagascar, and his wrk in that country. This post first appeared on the Madison
Dialogue list serve, which elicited a response from Mohamed Mnzava, who
guestioned his work. Jim then responds to Mohamed Mnzava. | followed this up
with an interview with Mohamed and a commat from another gemstone dealer.

This post is the first in a series of five consecutive small exchangesering the issue
of artisan gemstone mining from a macro perspective of two people in the field.

| amvery honored to be working with the Madn Dialogue group.have been involved

in gemstones and jewelry all of my life. In 2005 | sold my retail jewelry store in Sturgis,
MI to move to Madagascar and start a gemstone tourism business so American jewelers
could by gemstones directly from thdalagasy people who so sorely need the revenue.
www.gemstonetrips.com

At that time most of the world's sapphire was being smuggled out of this gem rich nation
with little benefit going to the minsror the government. With pressure friviorld Bank

and a dedicated group of American and Malagasy people, including another Madison
colleague, Tom Cushmatinese export laws were-veritten to facilitate legal export with

2% duty on rough and no duty omtist" quantities of polished gems.

The Project Governance Resource Mineral started educating hundreds of Malagasy in
gemology and gem cutting to add value to this incredibly well intentioned
endeavor.This has served the country well for three yeautd an exceptional Emerald
crystal was deceptively exported.

http://biz.yahoo. com/ap/080729/ hong kong emerald dispute. html?.v=1

The return of this pieceds become a matter of national pride and the oncbysimess
President Ravalomanana has reacted by shutting down all gem related exports. Fhis knee
jerk reaction has only served to instantly end any income for the thousands of

artisanal miners all oveMadagascar.

| just had seven clients there last month and while they did buy a great deal of rough and
some cut stones, the rough now resides in my Madagascar bank safe deposit box until we
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can get the stones out legally.

Our travels to llakaka illustrad the dire situation. At mine sources that had at least 140
men working, there was no activity. In 8 years, | have never seen as much abject poverty
in this gem mining town. We always see major corporations as the enemyadishgaal

miner but this andther experiences have reminded me that the countries and their
greedy leaders are often the greatest evil.

Tanzanian Mohamed Mnzava On The Onerous Effects Of Foreign Gem Dealers In
Tanzania

Mr. Mnzava posted a comment on the Madison Dialogue Liste8ved a list of people
world wide interested in ethical jewelry practices:

AForeign gemstones dealers notably from USA

mi ners and governments i n AtbdimkiaeDi gob Hiwo rpko s
in Madagascar. Jim responds in the subsequent piece.

| am a Tanzanian/African Gemstones dealer/Exporter basemhirania. have been a

keep reader of your mail and contributions. | am very fascinated by the Topic Vol 11

Issue 1. Madagascar embargo causes miners gaim Eiebig)

ltds a contribution which presents a true na
dealers, notably from USA and Europe, Far East undermine miners and governments in

Africa.

Mr. Jim should ask himself:

How did the people he claims are ioverty live before he arrived in Madagascar?

How much in money, knowledge and material worth has he supported the miners?

How much richer has he been since he arrived in Madagascar?

How many Africans has he supported to penetrate the USA andeafhat markets?

How much does he relatively pay for the gemstones?

There are many questions to &k Jim and many answers will ledvious that there is

moretobse from the foreign buyers than gain. |

letter whrere he has directly mentioned or blamed whoever did illegally export the
Emerald crystal in question.
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In Africa we do blame the Thorn before we blame the affected.... | ask him to personally
respond to me so that | can give him more data and retsefithe way foreign
Gemstones traders rob the African

JIM FIEBIG RESPOND TO MOHAMED MNZAVA, DETAILING HIS WORK
IN MADIGASCAR

Dear Mr. Mnzava:

Thank you for your interest in the Madison Group efforts and my opposted last
week. It is this vey exchange of views that gives me hope about the spread of freedom
and information via th&/orld Wide Web.

| have visited your country arithd the best experiences | hawer hacanywhere in
Africa, if not the world.l spent a week in Dags Salaam anevould love to return there
again. | would like to answer your questions in order below.

ItGs a contribution which presents a true nature of the way most Foreign Gemstones
dealers notably from USA and Europe, Far East undermine miners and Governments in
Africa, Mr. Jim should ask himself.

QUESTIONS ANSWERED

MM: How did the people he claims are in poverty live before he arrived in
Madagascar.

JF: Actually, thepeople in Madagascar who moved from subsistence farming into mining
increased their incomeyla great deall fully understandherelativenature of "poverty

MM: How much in money, knowledge and material worth has he supported the
miners.

JF: | suppose this question would best be answered by all of the many Malagasy people

who | have emplged in various capacities over the eight years | have traveled to

Madagascarl have supported the IGM Gemological Institute of Madagascar with both

cash and gemstone contributior&everal of my clients have also supplied scholarship

funds to this Instute. We also support fresh water and sanitation initiatives in the South

with Azafady, and a Street Childrenbés Center

MM: How much richer has he been since he arrived in Madagascar.
Unfortunately, | must report thahave yet® make back the proceeds from the sale of

my jewelry store that | invested in Madagascao. far | am still out about $65,000.00 US
dollars.
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MM: How many Africans has he supported to penetrate the USA or and other
export market. .

JF: The Malagasy hawmow made appearances at Tucson and Hong Kbimig.was
entirely at the direction of Tom Cushman, from America.

MM: How much does he relatively pay for the Gemstones?

JF: Mr. Mohamed, you must understand that unlike all of the other "foreign dealars"
speak of, | make no commission from my i dransastions with the Malagasy
dealers.My sole objective is to increase the volume of business that is done DIRECTLY
with the Malagasy and facilitate these transactions for "foreign buyers" thatovant t
benefit the indigenous population that so often have been robbed of these gems
throughout history.

MM: There are many questions to ask Mr. Jim and many answers will be obvious
that there is more to lose from the foreign buyers than gain.

| would tale issue with this since it was only these foreign buyers that brought the
resources to export these gemstones that meant nothing to the local popuktilbn.

believe that local populations should benefit much more than they currently do and that is
what Madison Group is all about.

MM: | have not seen anywhere in Mr. Jims letter where he has directly mentioned
or blamed whoever did illegally export the Emerald crystal in question.

JF: The Malagasy woman responsible in part for this deception endyrin jail. 1 do

not condone any smuggling and have been adamant about NOT bribing and doing all the
things that had become commonplace in the many African gem maR&tsember |

started traveling to buy gems for my storel988.

MM: In Africa we do blame the Thorn before we blame the affected....

JF: I like this sayingIn Madagascar, the current embargo reaction that has paralyzed
this growing industry is like our American saying of "Throwing the baby out with the
bathwate}' or "Not seeinghe forest for the treé'slt is very short sighted and that is my
only point.

MM: | ask him to personally respond to me so that | can give him more data and
references of the way foreign gemstones traders rob the African nations.

JF: Thank you for tlsiopportunity to respond.am always interested in learning more
about other viewpoints.
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An Interview With Tanzanian Mohamed Mnzava On Gem Dealers In Tanzania

The Interview

MC: First, can you tell us something about who you are? How long havey been
in the gemstone trade? What kind of company do you have? How many people do
you employ?

MM: | am Mr. Mohamed N. Mnzava (50 yrs old), a Tanzanian. | have been in the
Gemstones mining and trading business for more than 17 years (since 188@}eted

my company Chambers Precious Stones in Tanzania in year 1990 as a mining and
gemstones trading company. The company has 4 people as full time and 20 casual (part
time).

MC: Where do your source your gemstones from and wha do you sell themto?

MM: | source over 90% of my Gemstones from Tanzanian small scale miners and
brokers. Most of my suppliers are people | have known for a long period and who we
have been working together for a long time.

Most small scale miners operate withouttises, but most brokers are licensed.
Sometimes | do get small lots of gemstones from associates (importers from neighboring
countries-notably Msumbiji, Zambia, Malawi and DR of Congo)

MC: I n your comment, you spoke efn the Atrue
gemstone deal ersé undermine governments in A
you mean by this specifically?

MM: Specifically, all foreign buyers with registered companies stationed here in
Tanzania pay very little prices for gemstones they bug.hehave many examples of
prices being paid here by foreign buyers, most of which reflect &200% only of the
average market prices they sell, some of which we can find in their websites.

| have witnessed buyers paying US $0.9 for a gram of Stiosetalines 2gm up sizg
whichthey sell openly at above US $10 per gram in the foreigny evebsit@safter
only one week after buying the stones here. There are examgples some which show
extraordinary differences in price ratios.

| know a lotof foreign buyers who have registered companies here, and not one of them
have ever provided any formal Gemstone trading knowledge or school sponsorship to
people who are working for them so that they can one day bee§alit in this trade.

MC: If a gem dealer comes to someone like yourself, or an artisan miner and buys

the gems, why is it, as youmthefargignbuydrat @t her e
t han gain?o
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MM: ltds in principal that becausr they
unfair game, and inrg unfair game be it gambling &ootball, one side one is loosing,

one side is being robbed. In every field Fairnesgustecauseé .

For example, all foreign buyers here (in here referred as Gem dealer) do buy Rough
gemstonesonly They do not buy cut stones. |t
get for gemstones is to sell cut stones. In this context the artisan miner, they do not have
any option of getting the best from the trade unless they can have access to theesut st
markets.

Also the buying prices offered by these foreign buyers are too low and this makes the
cycle of poverty a closed circuit for the artisans who will never get out of poverty as they
will always be poor and helpless.

Take into account that Getoses are items which can not be replaced or replenished
once they have been mi nperiddoftiméal thesgerostorves o u s
have been mined and finished. The small scale miners will still have no better position
because whateverdii are being paid can not suffice any other project except subsistence
living.

This is al very obvious to the population in and around mining areas where billions

worth of gemstones have been mined and still people are in abject squalid poverty. What
have they gained, if they can not even send their kids to satewoiot have proper

sanitation, no medical care, no proper housing?

How would you feel if your guest leaves your home richer then when he came in, used
you energy, body and mind, took awayuy every available natural god given resources,

and youare left with an empty and dolass house so you can not feed your wife and

kids? Insteadyouare left sick, old and tired? Will you welcome him next time he

knocks your door? Have you gainedopb s t ? | easnggamelerei t 6 s al

MC: What in your view would make the current system fairer for artisan small
scale miners in your region?

MM: The best and foremost trading step stone is to set a Gemstone exchange with a
regulatory bodwvhich will be acting for the artisan, small scale miners, brokers and local
Tanzanian gemstones dealers.

Secondarily, to give proper gemstones trade information and knowledge to the above
mentioned stake holders.

Third, the setting of a bimonthly freewsletter with an intention of reaching a mass

audience of the stakeholders so as to inform tbemarketneeds/trends and
fluctuations.
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MC: What in your view would make the current system fairer for gem dealers in
your region?

MM: First, the foregn buyers should be buying gemstones in regulated Gemstone
exchange markets as mentioned above, supervised by stakeholders.

Secondforeignbuyers should not be allowed to go to the mines (most of which a
remote) where people lack information and arcsptibé to selling their stones with
limited or outdated trade information. Otherwise, allowance can be made on this with
limited supervision.

This should hold until artisans have enough awaresre$&nowledgeo the basics on
gemstones trading. Theeis too much to do here, and this forum/interview can not
accommodate that much. | assume that this is

MC: Do you know about groups such as the Association of Responsible Mining

(ARM), which has been working with the atisan mining sector to create fair trade

standards? Do you believe fair trade principals would be something that would help

the small scale miners? I f so, what woul d c

MM: Yes, | know about ARM and personally befesin their principals. But they have
still to come up with better techniques of empowering the artisans/small scale miners
with knowledge/education, which I believe is the best tool to fight.

The saying goesknowledge is power. The artisans do notenhthis tool no matter how
much any other effort is put in, the work wi

MC: If you had the power to make three changes to the current system, what would
they be?

MM: 't 6s all about 0 sdecatibtkmowlgdge. .Edutateghei nci pl e it
artisans/small miners and local dealers on their basics rights; basic and advanced

gemstones mining/identification knowledge; trade information and techniques related to
gemstones trade; laws under the Tanzanian Mining Act.

With education ath knowledge, these people will be at a posito defend their rights

for land grabbing and pollution of their areas, including aquifers and streams. They will
know how to act according to the local mining rights (the mining act) and even resist to
any fam of unfairness.

|l t6s al ways easier for anyone with educati on

demand their basic rights. If it takes resistance, courts of law, strikes or any other form
of fair resistance.

50



We need to have principamendments which shall guarantee the rights of indigenous
people or their whole communities where any gemstones or minerals have or will be
found. It has to be done in the current Tanzania MiAiciy

MC: Is there anything else that you would like to dd?

MM: Establishment of a permanent Gemstone trade/mining Data centre, where all
stakeholders will be able to have easy and immediate access to information of what is
going on in all major and other parts of the world gemstones markets.

Education,edcat i on, knowl edgeé. this is the key to
know that your rights are being denied. It is the way to know that someone there is unfair
to youé.

This final piece ended the series of posts.
Gem Dealers Are "Screwed" By Artisan Miners All The Time

In the gathering information about the artisanal gemstone mining sector, a
European gemstone dealer emailed me with thiscomment hi s post really i
directly connected to either Mohamed or Jim, yet | decided to include it ayway.

It points to why we need some kind of new structure that will break the post colonial
cycle based on exploitation and greedThe person commented here wished to
remain anonymous, but has had decades of gemstone trading experience in both
Africa and South America.

"What no one seems to understand is FMMERY one of the dealers ANYWHERE IN
THE WORLD will sell you synthetic or misrepresented goods ANY TIME they get the
chance I've been screwed by guys I've known for years in Africa andhSout

America. All thesepeople trying to enhance artiedmi n divesn&ed to understand
they are not always innocent poor peopléey have robbed "foreign dealers" as often as
"foreign dealers" have robbed thefhat is something all these Madison/Eco
minerals/CASM and all the other NGOs will never understand."
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A Small Success Model for Gem Trade in Africa

Guy Clutterbuck, who was recently featured in the GIA Winter Loop Magazine
http://viewer.zmags.com/showmag.php?mid=wttptd#/page44/
has been sourcing gemstones in Africa and around the world for decades.

His relationships with small scale miners, based on trust, are highly unusual and
standin contrast to the generally pxic relationship between the small scale miners
and their typical buyer.

Read more about his approach in this exclusive fairjewelry.org interview, which |
conducted after the Tucson Gem Show this past February. Full disclosure: | have
been purchasing g@ms from Guy for about fifteen years.-Marc Choyt, Publisher,
Fairjewelry.org.

Marc: How do you source your aquamarine?

Guy. | 6ve built wup a trust with two brothers
Tribal lands stretch from Zambia into Mozamiségand into Malawi. On their land is

some of the finest spessartite, aguamarine, canary tourmaline and blue green tourmaline

found in Africa.

Thetwo brotheramentioned have built up an excellent rapport with the ¢hiah
aguamarine producing ared simply buy the best material from them and the chief. The
chief insures that the villages from the area also benefit.

Marc: How does the process work?

Guy. The methd of sourcing aquamarine is tvii@r. | invest money in advance toward

payingbr the villagers in the Aquamarine area.
they keep all the best material for me. After they payback the advance, they make profit

on the stones.

| know | pay more than the competition because | see the best pleogexperienced

buyer worth his salt will know if the cherries are missing from the lot. Good faith is
reciprocated in numerous ways through the entire process. This sort of trust in Africa is
unheard of.

Marc: Is it all done with hand dug mines?
Guy. Absolutely. The reason for maintaining a hand dug mine as opposed to
mechanized is that it supports the local neighborhood and additionally, maintains some

secrecy to discourage outside buyers. Once you are mechanized, everyone and their aunt
knows about it through the bush telegraph system.
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Also, hand digging discourages theft. If you are unwise enough to invest in a mine and
then expect to see material without paying for it you will be sadly disappointed.

Marc: What effect does yourbusiness have on the local community?

Guy. Before I turned up, the local buyers were thoroughly unpopular because they would
screw them into the ground. The miners were so despondent, because having broken
their backs with hard work they found thegns not getting the money they had hoped

for, and they just found it easier just to do farming. The local buyers would play games
with foreign exchange rates, or sell them dud second hand vehicles, and generally jerk
them around.

Being totally straightfovard opened up enormous possibilities. The two brothers work
closely with the chief of the tribe. The triteistem work$ the chief has aoblesse
oblige to take care of his tribggeople who are essentially in his parish.

So if a chief is dishorrable, he is pretty swiftly impeached and kicked out of office.
Dealing with the two brothers, who function
sure that cases of hardship for the miners and families are addressed by the chief himself.

Marc: There is still integrity in the tribal system?

Guy. Massive integrity. If you want to look at ecology for example; as an individual you
cannot just cut down a tree in the bush. You have to ask the chief and he checks with the
locals. In Africa, théurther you get away from the urban centers, the more thexhief

word is law.

Marc: You then end up with a bunch of mix quality aquamarine rough?

Guy. |tend to buy the parcel and not be too picky because | know how much hard work
has gone intahie mining of it. So if they build a nice parcel with good cherries in the pie

| will try to buy the whole lot, using the included material for cabs and carvings, keeping
the finest pieces aside for rings, and custom designed pieces.

The parcels are alys good enough. We have built up an understanding over twenty

years. Sometimes | will buy moderate material if they are desperate. Is it middle ground:
youhavdobe compassionate without being a 6soft
Marc: What about the cutting?

Guy. The cutting stage the ones that are good color and small size, | take to Sri Lanka

because they are used to cutting calibrated stones. Special bigger pieces, | get cut in
Thailand.
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In Thailand, my cutter employs his immediate family and good friefitie. best cutters
are kept employed and not laid off during lean periods. They are also well compensated
for their work. If people are not happy they simply leave the factory.

Marc: How are your stones sourced in Sri Lanka?

Guy. | work with one suplger in Sri Lanka and he is a maestro when it comes to
sapphires. We also jointly invested in a mine, and share the production evenly with the
miners and the forean when the stones are sold. We have eight miners, a foreman, and
the two of us. Consequily here are eleven shareholders.

Working this way discourages theft because the miners get a share of the sale. We also
source from other small scale mining operations. This assures that the local economy
benefits. The lack of heavy machinery atseans that the supply is going to last over
generations. We work entirely with small scale production.

Marc: How about the cutting there?

Guy. My contact in Sri Lanka was also my cuttéfe begaras a stoneutter at an early

age, and being a poweruse of energy has developed a formidable cutting factory
employing hundreds from the local community. He has built schools and as a sideline he
invests in small scale mines.

The Sri Lankan facilit§ they have really great conditions to work. In Sri kanto
maintain the highest standard, you have to pay well above the going rate. So they really
nurture them to be excellent cutters.

Additionally my cutter in Sri Lanka pays for the schooling oféehenp | o chitdeers, 6

also subsidized canteens and distps with accommodation. No sweat shop. No child
labor. To employ high quality cutteysu have to treat them well.
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The Open Source Initiative

Interview with Mike Angenent on issues with traceable melee diamonds and
sapphires from Madagasar
MC: First, explain how you got involved i n 7
background and what was the inspiration behind the project?

MA: Well, I am a goldsmith, gemologistiamantaiby prdession and was always
fascinated by the fact that you could trace a gemstone by its includiphaseor
Colombian emeralds, etc.

| realized that my customers also liked to know this andrevfascinated by the
stories behind the jewellery piece, the whole process of how to make an exclusive piece
of jewellery and the story about the gems and the diamonds.

MC: You went out on a quest for this material?

MA: Yes, when a friend of mine wasladagascar decided to visit him and of
course, look for nice gemstones. It was not my first visit to a third world country but still
it hit me like a brick.

He showed me a complete color line ghlaires and | was sold. But, | also saw
the reality of mining and how little to nothing was left to the people there. (One reason,
and one that should be applauded, that the current government put a ban on the export of
rough).

After my visit | was alreayl playing with the idea of setting up a foundation to
better tend the needs of the people involved in mining. Had | not had a house and
obligations back home, | would have probably stayed and taught English.

MC: But seeing nice gemstones is a long way fromeating a business. How did that
happen?

MA: It was only after visiting London, and more specificédiynd Streetl
realized that the same sapphires | saw in Mada where put on displayringhkixurious
jewellery you can imagine.

Donét get me wrong, I have no probl ems wi
point fingers at the people selling it in Bond Street. However, it is good to raise
awareness, and once you know, itéds up to you

| got the idea to get some diamantairs and investment companies involved in
setting up a collection with their diamonds and sapphires from Mada. | would cough up
the gold, designs and workload and part of the profit would go to the communities
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involved. Thiswas 2005. Wh a't I got from most was a ¢
keep on dreaming. | took their advice.

MC: Back in 2005, many of these issues were not even public. What sensitized you?
MA: | was doing a study in Arts and Cultural Sciencegaastricht University|

was specifically interested in ethics and how emotions play part in ethical decision
making processes.

| picked up theéDro Verdeproject in Colombia and decided to work with their
gold since it was benefiting the communities involved directly and was ecologically
mined without the use of mercury or cyanide.

By chance, | met an old friend from the gdagy course who was now the
marketing manager for Nenoir diamonds. He immediately replied yes when | confronted
him with the idea of th@eweltree Foundation

My ecologically mined fair tradedngs needed transparently sourced diamonds.
Nenoir was only doing 0.30ct and up and so | started looking for ethically sourced melee.
Having found this and realizing the difficulty in doing so, but also the difficulty in
guaranteeing transparency becausaly canoé6t have a one pointer |
started thinking of how to guarantee our customers that the stones used where indeed
ethically sourced.

MC: How did you set up a criteria?

MA: Fortunately my next door neighbor happened to be a consuléintas
previously involved in creating a quality label for responsibly, ecologically grown
vegetables (sea krill).

We worked out the premises that would be needed to establish a quality label for
traceable melee. | involvd®IS as, among others, a Kimberley process auditor to advise
me on the matter and together we set out the requirements for the polishing factories
regarding employment conditions.

Thus we set the rules for transparency, ecologicthsability and social
responsibility. Now we had our label (in a nutshell) under the banner of the Jeweltree
foundation and the foundation could issue the Quality Label to companies involved in
ethically sourcing.

Since all the work on sourcing and dreg the Quality Label was done by
ourselves it was obvious to also create a trading platform through which ethically sourced
and traceable melee could be traded. Hence, | came up with them&@mee n Sour c e
Mi n e rfa myscompany that could trade indemble Jeweltree certified melee and
other ethically sourced minerals but also support the foundation and its goals to support
fair trade (jewelry related) initiatives in third world countries.

56


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maastricht_University
http://www.greengold-oroverde.org/ingles/cov_ing.html
http://www.jeweltreefoundation.org/Home.html
http://www.ipisresearch.be/?&lang=en

MC: What have been some of the most difficult challenges ittisg up your
traceability platform?

MA:To make it trust worthy for outsiders &
good enough for my direct customers if | say so, but | cannot expect the same from
bigger brands, companies, retailers or manufacturats tto not know personally, and
of course | saw the opportunity to tend to their needs as well.

Therefore we took extra care in setting up the requirements for traceability etc.
This also involved a complete administrative system that can track aneévagesingle
diamond sold (from 0.80mm and up) back to its original purchase order accompanied by
the guarantees involved and trust me, this sounds simpler than it is.

Getting these diamantairs involved was relatively easy, we not only got the
assurance #t they bought their rough separate, we were invited to see the actual process
from purchasing and sorting the rough, polishing and track and tracing through the
factory.

MC: Obtaining traceabl e diamond mel ee has be
someof the issues, but could you please explain for my readers why it is so difficult to
do this in the diamond sector?

MA: For one, because most of the melee is polished in bulk, through machines,
and in the end only sor tdeffort both physitallynagd t he 4 C0O
in administration to keep track.

Before, | stressed the importance for us to have traceable melee, | was shown
parcels from different origins next to mixed parcels.

Since rough diamonds from different mines can vary & giesl on
characteristics and need different handling, it is possible to track a part of a parcel. But
because Aorigind is not part of the 4Cbds, it
grading at the same time.

MC: Can you tell us something abaotnow your sapphire sourcing from artisan mining
in Madagascar?

MA: Well, as mentioned before, Mada was at the basis of this whole project. My
friend put me in contact with people who had lived there for over 10 years and were
involved in buying rough sahires.

Now, there is a concrete road running from Tana through Tuliare but that has

been for only for 2 years or so. Back then it was the wild, wild west. They have literally
been shot at by other people buying rough there.
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At the moment they are themaining few that are allowed to export from Mada,
basically because they add value to their rough by having it cut and polished by locals
and al so because theyoOOve set up a project to
Madagascar origin.

MC: How is thecurrent difficult political situation in Madagascar impacting you?

MA: As | said, we are allowed to import polished, so business wise it is not
harming us. Politically speaking | have mixed feelings.

|l 6m very glad at what rtedaidiagthggiopobjeciva ment has
that value has to be created in Mada itself by polishing their own rough, and not in other
countries. | al so hear the objections of the

MC: Why would you not consider these fair tracdapphires?

MA: Fair trade has almost become synonymous Rt and the accompanying
label. | salute this, since | know how hard it is to establish a trustworthy label.

These sapphires are most definitely feaded in my opinion, but | consider it a
good thing to keep this separate from Fair Trade as a Label.

MC: Are you going to provide a label?

MA: The Fair Trade Label should only be applied to projects that are audited
under the same, just as our Labeddd be applied to traceable melee, larger diamonds,
gems or jewelry that is audited accordingly.

The Jeweltree Label is not a fair trade label, it is a label guaranteeing supply chain
transparency, and social and environmental best practice standardsupp@ting fair
trade jewelry related initiatives.

We believe this is necessary because in the current supply chain it is impossible to
guarantee a consumer that the 1, 2, 6 or 17 pointer diamond or gem in his jewelry is
guaranteed to be of ethical origin.

Same goes for the precious metals. Great thing to say that Oro Verde is not using
mercury and is mined according to high social and environmental standards, but who is
guaranteeing that a ring itself, when it comes to the goldsmith, is made with O Verd
gol d and not wiebblamiggolich fBrrams ttohe Bmy, Al aska?

This kind of guarantee, the word of the artisan, might work with the small
independent jeweler. But not for the bigger bratiosy need more proof.

MC: Do you have a point of distribution in the US at this point and if not, do you
intend to have one?
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MA: Yes we do, we recently teamed up with Neal Levitan, a senior sales manager
for luxury jewelry brands who put us into contadtham oby Pomeroylast years luxury
designer price winner at JCK Las Vegas. Heos
the US, Canada and the Caribbean.

MC: Anything else you would like to ad #t is important for my readership to
understand?

MA: Yes, we decided to keep the whole foundation as transparent and open as
possible. At first | believed | could only do this by involving as much people and
organizations as possible, getting referensetting up a counsel, creating a committee
of representatives etc, etc.

In the end this meant a lot of bureaucratic nonsense that would make us look good
but would mean nothing. I n science they call
references podsle to back up your point of view and to make you look stronger, more
credible.

This is done to silence and counter objections and critical questions. We involved
a lot of people active in fair trade, development initiatives and quality labeling to create
the best we can but we are and always will be open for anyone that has comments,
guestions, remarks or wishes to contribute since | found that there are a lot of people out
there that I|ike to fikeep on dreaming. 0
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Questioningthe Burmese Ruby Boycott

In 2006, at the Tucson Gem Show, my wife and | purchased from our Thai
suppliers some rubies that were probably from Burma. They were too small to warrant
the expense of a gemological origin report, so they sat in the/gafeondered about
the conditionsinder which they were mined and cut, and if owning rubies from Burma
was out of alignment with our values.

In the fall of 2007 after the brutal squelching of the Burmese gemocratic
movement resulting in scores of deaths, Burmese rubies have made lireekead

ReutersCNN and Fortune Magazipei cked up the term, fAbl ooc
suggesting a compari solooddamdntlsed si tuation sur

Sound bites may rule, but this one is misleading at best. Ruby mining in Burma,
unlike diamond mining in Sierra Leone and Liberia ten years ago, is not resulting in the
deaths of millions of people.

However, with tie blood diamond issue still fresh in the minds of the consumer,
Jewelers of AmeriggJA) which represents 11,000 jewelers, urged a US boycott of
Burmese rubies. This push for a boycott took place while the newitdrrh o od r ubi es 0
was awash in the mainstream press.

An article in Fortune Magazine quotes Matt Runci, CEO of Jewelers of America
(JA). Referring to the blood diamond tragedy
trust i s a v eriatthe tirevwas Chairmadi Conngil.fod ReRponsible
Jewelry Practicesnow called Responsible Jewelry Counsel (RJC), the trade group
representing almost all the major US jewelry corporations, fronafyffo DeBeers
which formed in 2005.

The New York Times also picked up théy story quoting staunch members of
the ethical jewelry movement whol met at tle Ethical Jewelry Summitin the NY
Times article Brian Leberof Leber Jewelerstates that the biggest beneficiary of the
gem trade is the militargontrolled government.

Without queston J AOGs boycott idea i s sagevy. It p
and is free of moral subtleties. The boycott proposal was even picked up by the
authoritative voice of the left, Amy Goodman Bemocracy Now!

Yet my research into the issue of the gem trade in Burma has gie an
alternati ve per sp etulydffactehe oppressive Bkiese boycot t t o
government, large ruby mines would have to be centralized and controlled, with a
focused channel of distribution, such as government sponsored trade shows.
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Before tre Ethical Jewelry Summit, | had been hearing people in the trade
guestion the boycott. This led to an email correspondence with Joe Menzie. Menzie, who
is against the boycott, is the former president ofrtkernatonal Colored Gemstone
Association (ICA).

Menzie put me in touch Edward Boehm, the current Vice President of ICA who
has been visiting Burma for years. Boehm wrote in a letter thi¢lmeYork Timesthat
there are two primary ruby mining areas in Burma, and that most of the rough material is
brought across the border to Thailand where it is sold to Thai dealers and cutters.

Boehm wrote that, the #fAlives of hundreds
dramatically impacted by a boycott on all gem materials. Many of these independent
artisanal miners and gem dealers directly or indirectly support democratic reforms. They
are also often the ones who provide food and financial support to the monks and students
who have been leading the protests. Therefore, the collateral damage of an all
encompassing ban could negatively affect the

In his lettey Boehmgoes on to suggstthata boycott of government controlled
auctions, rather than all gems from Burma, would be the most effective means to impact
the regimeb6s coffers without harming artisan
published in Dec. 07, Joe Menzaid,i Pbably less than five Americans actually go to
the auctions. 0O

Menzie and Boehm are not alone among industry experts who are concerned
about the boycott. David Federman, editoCofored Stongevows to presertioth sides
of the issue in &evel headed way, and expresep e r s o n a | mi sgivings and
about the growing Burma gem boycott. o

In a storypublished in Colored StonEedermaniges sound reasons why the
boycott might not b&ery effective, including the fact that most Burmese rubies are cut in
Thailand and sold as Thai. Even if this loophole were eventually blocked by Congress, it
would be virtually impossible to enforce becattseruby forming belt stretches across
several central Asian countries, from Tajikistan to Northern Viet Nam. Pinpointing the
actual origins of stones is difficult at best. Think about the thousands of small trays at the
Tucson gem show, each with hundsed rubies, some of which are selling fess than
fifty dollars a carat. Who is going to pay to test those?

I n an email widely circulated after the a
previous ban on Bur mese pprovided thd Thai, BChinesehe US C
and Indian dealers, who will rush to take the place of Americans, a new excuse to pay
|l ess. 0

He writes that dealers who regularly buy in Burma believe that the rubies are one

of theleastcontrolled commodities inthatcountyn d t hat gener al s dondt
sharedo of the proceeds.
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In late fall 2007, the Senate and House passed bills to ban importing stones from
Burma, even if they are cut and polished elsewhere. Though the bill became law, it will
have little effecton he Bur mese governmentds revenues, n
the highly centralized internationail, gas and timber corporatiomghich are not
covered in the boycott.

If Menzie, Boehm and Fedman are right, the ruby trade is so uncontrolled that
the boycott will have little effect on the Burmese military government. The Asian market
will probably pick up the slack from the American boycott, perhaps paying the artisanal
miners less for theirapds. Ths may allow them to make an even higpeofit margin
when they enter the American supply chain as imported from Thailand or the some other
ruby producing country. Ultimately, the Burmese artisanal miner will lose.

Most of the jewelry sold by JA&vembers is produced in China, a country with
arguably a far worse record on human rights and environmental degradation than Burma.
Chinese buyers, according to Joe Menzie, sup
gemstone revenues through the purchase ohBse jade. Yet we must be grateful to the
Chinese because they continue to finance our war in Iraq and the American way of life by
purchasing treasury bonds which may well never be paid back.

Jim Fiebig, ofSdimorecolor.com has been following this issue closely. He urges
everyone to buy more Burmese rubies and is vowing to boycott BP (British Petroleum)
which hassignificant oil interests in Burma. In my email correspondence with him, he
qguoted WinstonCherhi | | who said, AThe Americans al wa
theydve tried everything el se. 0

Who Does It Help And Who Does It Hurt.

In my youth, | spent two years as a volunteer in Haiti, directing an orphanage
funded by the diplomatic corps. The newports from major American publications
grossy distorted the facts when Baby Doc fled the country in 1986 and there was
shooting in the streets. The lesson | learned was that it is very difficult to know what is
actually taking place in a country if yaue not on the inside.

The Burmese ruby boycott split many leaders in the jewelry sector. Those who
were highly sympathetic to the small scale artisan mining sector tended to oppose the
boycott, while those who mainly focused on other issupportedti

Based on my research, the mainstream jewelry sector, after the blood diamond
tragedy, viewed the Burmese ruby more as a public relations issue rather than as a
humanitarian crisis. Thus, the appearance of being politically correct and protecting the
image and profits of the jewelry trade became paramount, even if it meant undermining
one ofthe economic roots that supptre predemocracy movement in Burma. In
essencehisis another situation where corporate profits trume moral and ethical
concens.
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One could then take a cynical view that the lesson gleaned from the blood
diamond tragedy asiielatestdi b | o0 o0 dd rmuebried sypubdicorelations, mots
morality. This is conclusion is supported by the fact that no one in the diamond sector
was ever held responsible for any part in thetlle® 4 million Africans.

Meanwhile, he impoverished Burmese artisamers and their families will

continue to suffemot only from the brutality otheir nationapolitics, but also by the
international bgcott which penalizes them without ethical reasons.
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Greenl andbés Apartheid Ruby

To the Inuit in Greenland, a place where the sun may only rise for a few hours a day, the
ruby held the divine flame thaever goes out.

Niels Madsen knew where theystak sparkled out of the earth like red stars in the dark
arctic night. This particular location, a peninsula of land between two deep arctic blue
lakes, called to him.

For centuries, rubies had been scooped up by his ancestors while they wertheut on
land, hunting, fishing, or gathering berdea right that wagstablisked by native
tradition and the Greenlandic Constitution.

Now this rightwaschallenged by GreenlatgiBureau of Minerals and Petroleum,
(BMP), which sought to maintain the Damisolonial framework.

Just by putting a shovel into the earth, Madsen would begin a process that would expose
to the world the disenfranchisement of Native Greenlanders from the resources on their
communally owned lands.

The stakes were very high. \Wihe meltingof glaciersdue to global warmingubies,
sapphires and diamonds had recently been discovered in the far north.

Accordingto geologists who mapped out the initial ruby discovery, deposits of ruby in
Greenland are quite high grade, relaly large, numerous, and apar with good
corundum from Burma, which has historically produced some eighty percent of the
global ruby supply.

Since Burmese gems of all kinds, including ruby, are now being boycotted, jewelers in
the US and the EUra looking for a new source of high quality rubies from an ethical
source.

The Call Of The Divine Flame

For Madsen, the only alternative was to take direct action against the colonial
government to maintain his rights.

A Canadian mining companyyde North Gems, Inc., (TNGhadalready begun
exporting, foo 6t e eabyitcafagittiesunNprihh Ameesca, South
Asia and Southeast AsidNaobody knew how many tons of rubies were already gone.

fil compare it to a cruise ship with tagts coming into a Greenlanders home, taking the

TV, nice table and stereo while | get paid only for the grunt work of carrying it out to the
shipp said Madsen.
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On Augustl4, 2007 Madsen his sister and three friends sailed six hours south from the
vill ageof Qegertarsuatsiaat in a fishing baaplling through the cold waters along the
Greenland coast.

Madsen had been taught to see the new ruby deposits by geologists and by the old men in
the village, some of whom had been working ruby for decades.

Until 2007, the Canadian mining company had enjoyed an excellent working relationship
with the Inuit community in Fiskenaesset. Then things changed when new management
took over.

When Madsen reached the shoreline, the prospectors traveled quiakiyndyeith
shovels, tents, stove and food. They planned to stay a few days to fish and gather ruby as
Inuit always had.

It was approximately 11AM when they arrived on the crest of Aappaluttoq Ridge. The
Canadians, who had already arrived by helicoptere busy drilling and chain sawing.

Madsen and his friends began to dig where they had in the past. This was the first time
Inuit had openly challenged the colonial BMP and a major multinational mining
company.

When Madsen was confronted by TNGgmmel, he claimed his aboriginal rights. TNG
was operating under an exploration |icense,
prospecting was entirely legal under Section 32 of the Greenland Mineral Code.

TNG personnel left the sitAbout 48hours later, on the $60f August, Madsen and his
group heard the echo of the chopper blades bouncing off the mountains, headed their
way. Greenland Home Rule Government officials soon jumped out of the helicopter
along with three armed police officers.

Madsen was told to leatkesite. He was presented with an official letter from the
BMP, the first of its kind in the history of Greenland. He was not allowed to prospect or
to sell any mineral collected ampere on Greenland.

Up until 2007, Inuitdid not need permits for mining ruby, only for export. The BMP
actuallyencouraged small scale mining and had even sponsored the Grestaiaad

Clubdés exhibit at the Tucson International C
Activities of the Union

From the initial confrontation on Aappaluttoq Ridge, Madsen and his friends formed the

16™ August Union which now hassix-member boardndabout forty dedicated
organizers.
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BMP and TNG attempted to portray thé"i&ugust Union as a radical fringe g,

intent on exploiting Greenlandic ruby for personal gain. But over 3500 Greenlanders, out
of a total population of just 57,000 on the island, have signed an electronic petition:
http://www.fairjewelry.org/2008/09/inuits-from -greenland-ask-you-to-support-their -
mining-rights/ to secure access to the resources on their land.

The 16" August Union, which quickly gained widespread support in the international
gemstone community, sought to create an open and public dialogue with the BMP to
establish new rels for individual prospectors.

fWe have never been opposed the large scale mining of abiesi d Madsen, Awe |
wanther i ght s t o mi ne t dngruby sieslon Greenladdeapesmail t s . 0 M
and closely spacedjeal for one family or one Vdge to work by hand.

As new rules for smakcale mining were being drafted by the Home Rule Government,
the BMP sought public comment. The Union enlisted the help of Greg Valerio, a UK
jeweler and fair trade activist.

Valerio, who is a widely reagnized expert on international smstlale mining issues,
helped the Union with a draft proposal to the BMP.

In mid-March, 2009, the BMP issued a new set of rules which arbitrarily reversed the
national policy toward small scale prospectors. Hendgfimey require significant
investment, attorneys, feasibility studies and reports just to collect quality ruby material
while fishing or hunting.

AThe actions of the BMP and their | egal tean
the Inuit, a totaldck of experience in facilitating small scale mining and a level of

economic discriminatiothatb r eaches t he Uni versal Decl ar at i
Val eri o. AThese are not the policies or act

Madsen plans to continuefiting for the right to collect and sell rubiesm small
mining claims.

fiRight now, every ruby that comes out of Greenland through TNG or any other large
scale operation is an apartheid ruidye said.

Greenland is se¢b end their colonial relatiship with Denmark on June 2af this year

and to expand their own home rule government with considerably more local control.
But given the newly discoveredealth ofgemstone deposits, anything could happen.
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The Greenland Ruby and True North Gems: Timefor
Truth and Reconciliation

Mining companies have colluded with governnseto undermine the rights of
indigenous small mi ners for hundreds of year
and excuse. Even in the developed world, mining companies and lobbyists collude with
officials to write the laws that support theiofit driven objectives.

Andrew Lee Smith, CEO of True North Gems, Inc., (TNG) wants his company to
be noted as exemplary in their pursui@tenland rubynd, in his interview, he
references pmple in the sector who are highly regarded for their fair trade gem practices.

Yet going along with a law when a law is ambiguous or unethical is no way for a
modern company to behave, especially one tha
approachtominng ar e an anachroni sm. 0

At present, for example, Greenlandds Bure
violating established Greenlandic law as well as ancient Inuit tradition, has decided that
Native Greenl andeps ecanuas o isygigimion metvéet e mih
precious and semiprecious has no legal validity in the international gem trade. True North
needs to take a clear, public stance against this lie, which clearly plays into their hands

since they are allowed to mine-called
Aprecgi Gusenl and rubi es.

(With the political assassination of
Burmese Rubies in the West, Rubies
from Greenland will be eagerly
sought ou by the lucrative American
and European markets)

True North also has made many
| serious cultural and political errors,
§ particularly for a company that is branding
;= itself as taking the high road. In his interview,
. Smith seemed not to have any sense of éhe 1
= August Unionds popular sup,
¢ and internationally. | also came across
2| repeated accounts of comments made by True
Nort hdés empl oyees that wer
that that no one would go on record for fear of
being sued. In the field lastsurerm , TNG&és project manager, acec
screamed in the faces of native Greenl ander s
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Even now, TNG continues a marketing campaign, timed perfectly with the
beginning of the Burmese ruby boycott, in whitksiattempting to portray its Greenland
ruby as #fAfair tr ade oNatonallJevieemvhich falksaldoutf r ee. 0 To
TNGopening in context to the Burmese ruby bat
conflictf ree and fair trade, in sizes that range

Teresa Novellino, Executive Editor of National Jeweler, who wrote this article,
got this information from the marketing firm TNG hired to tell their side of the story.

The claim to béair tradeandconflict freein context to the Greenland ruby is
disingenuous and deceitful. It portrays current events inaccurately and undermines
legitimate attempts of others within tfgvelry sectoincludingmy own to create real
fair trade standards for the jewelry sector.

Yet at this juncture, casting blame is probably a futile exercise. Greenlanders are
going to get their rights to mine theiré&nland ruby, and the longer the local
government delays, the stronger their movement will grow. To some degree, True North
has been a catalyst in creating a strong movement in support of independence from
Denmark, which is due to take place on Jun®,Z209.

Yet, like Greg Valerio, o€Cred Jewelleryl believe that True North is still sitting
on the fencé an electric fence, about to get switched on. Their arctic rubies have been
| abel ed as bBapgr Nheid Mabses, an emerging | e
community.

True North now has an opportunity that would set precedent for the rest of the
jewelry sector. They should choose to do the right thing. As a jewelry manufacturer
myself, | can attest to thedithat the sector as a whole lives in a shroud of massive
denial of its atrocities. For example, not one diamond dealer has ever been held
accountable for the purchasing of blood diamonds resulting in the death of nearly four
million Africans. Dirty goldfrom untraceable sources continues to be used to make
contaminated jewelry on a massive scale.

What is most needed to restore human dignity is truth and reconciliation.

True North Gems can begin by publicly apologizing to the 16 August Union and
toallte good people of Greenipdmd . eoBlkarydlwprmdsesyt H
from marketing studies is just not good enou
artisanal gemstone miners, reaching from mine to market though generous beneficiation
grants/ocal training, and local hiring.

TNGOs success in their Greenland ruby pro
own fate to that of thartisanaiminers, assuring the viabiligf their economic activity.
Thecost of this type of investment, creating/is/win scenario, is minute compared to
its potential return. .
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Just as the days of colonialist approach is over, so too are the days of the ignorant
Native without resources.

Like their Native brothers and sisters in the Northwest Territory who hare be
able to stand up to large scale diamond mining, the Inuit have learned from history and
have powerful allies.

There are plenty of rubies in Greenldndnough for everyone. A small dose of
corporate humility is a s maileHoldgoswhocaee t 0o pay
rightfully concerned about a company and brand that is in danger of being permanently
soiled.
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Fair Trade Jewelry Issues Introduction

This section begins with a brief overviemd# what exactly is selling
j ewel r vy os wittereiis May, @Q0DY

This article is followed by an interview of Greg Valerio, a pioneer in the movement;
followed by a satiric post from April®1. 2009, on Fair Trade Bullets.

The last article describes the physics behind fair trade jewelry.

71



The Market Driven Ambiguities of Fair Trade Jewelry

Search Google fdifair trade jewelrp and you will find extens
jewelry lines from small producers in the developivayld. What exactly companies
(mostly resellersineanwhen they calljewer vy fAf air tradeo however,

Fair trade jewelry as a product category is recognized by some fair trade
organizations, such as the Fair Trade Federatdr Jewelry is also listed as a product
category in the World Fair Trade OrganizatidRTO) website.

The mainstream jewelry sector is also slowly emerging into the fair trade jewelry
market. Some first movers likéolumbia Gemhousleave developed their own criteria
for fair trade One reslt from aWorld Bankmeeting in Oct. 2007 is a series of working
groupsattempting tacreate fair trade principles and standafdsn diamonds to
manufacturing

The expansion into the mainstream sector is a significant development that has
huge potendl, given that jewelry is an emotional purchase. The jeveeirgently
mar keted as Afair traded is minuscule compar
metal, diamonds and gemstones.

We are also seeing some convergence between mainstream jewelry and
institutional fair trade organizations. The international Fair Labeling Organization
(FLO), which is the most prominent fair trade labeling group, does not cénigihdéd
jewelry products. BUELO is currently exploring fair trade gold with the Assdioia of
Responsible Mining (ARM)AIso, a fair trade diamond feasibility study by
TransfairUSA (a part of FLO), was funded by the Tiffany Foundation.

The essence of fair trade, which is to bring greater economic opportunity and
justice to producer commuigs, also exists outside of a fair trade institution between
businesses. Companies selling fair trade jewelry are making their own independent
claims.

Essentially, with so much going on in so many different areas, we have a very
chaotic market space. Wit exactly fair trade jewelrgonstitutess being worked out.
Investigating the SelfProclaimed Fair Trade Jewelers

While researchng a previous article | wrote on this subject in the é&l2007, |
contacted one of t heelldrsavhichatdhe tinfefvasinumbdrr ade | e w
one on Google. Théransfair logoat the bottom of their website would lead a shopper to
believe that their jewelry, like the coffee theell, is third party fair trade certified.

| emailed this company, asking about the sourcing of their precious metal and the

environmental safeguards for their manufacturgesoper ventilation and disposal for
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toxic chemicals used in the manufactgrin of t hei r #Af air tradeo | ew
that production was done in small villages and they could not answer questions about the
sourcing of raw material or the environmental practices of manufacturing.

Fair trade manufacturing of jewelry usuabynot linked to fair trade sources. As
the person spearheading an international committee that is working to diawetogde
manufacturing principals and standgrdsnd this understandable. The supply chain is
too spotty. Yet issues of worker | abor, saf
critical and very often lax with small producers.

Also in 2007 interviewedCarmen lezzithe executive director &fTF, one of
the most prominent fair trade institutions. Her interview helped me to understand that
FTF businesses agree on overarching priesigvhile the trugon the groungstandards
mayvarya subtle distinction | ost on the averag
their websites.

| have also been contacted by producers, in confidence, who complain that fair
trade jewelry products adten sourced from distributor§hatl have not found
published online studies show how fair trade jewelry has positively impacted producer
commurties|l eads me to want to know more about th
trade jewelryo.

For example, a fair trade company with revenues of one mill&D might spend
about three hundred fifty thousand on Afair
not on the ground, so they rely upon distributors in host countries. Of that, perhaps half
might go to the distributorsSince producers generally net a thirty percent matigey,
may only end up with fifty thousand dollarst@fonemi | | i on dol | ars of mar
tradeo sal es.

| do not have the resources to pursue these concernsemd édid, | know
producers need any business they can get.

The Difficulty of Fair Trade in the Mainstream Jewelry Industry

Taking the concept of Afair tradeo jewelr
mainstream global jewelry market is like banging tildtsquare peg into a round hole.
At present, the industry is totally commodity based and price driven, somewhat like
lumber or oil.

Within the mainstream jewelry sector, those attempting fair trade sourcitigefor
raw materials needed to make jewetend to be focused on the high end. They
manufacture within their host countrieSimply exporting gold and gemstones to a
potential fair trade manufacturer can be a major logistical challenge involving such issues
as export free zoneSuchrequirementsre difficult hurtles for a small producer.
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On the raw materials side, a small segment of passionate, dedicated people in the
mainstream jewelry industry are attempting to develop at least the ground work for future
third party Fair Trade Jewelry Certfition. A wide range of programs, from the
Diamond Development Initiative to Oro Verde to the Tanzania Women Miners
Association (TAWOMA) all have potential as fair trade sources.

The small scale artisan mining sector, which comprises between fifiden a
twenty million people and supports up to one hundred million people, is the obvious
target for fair trade sourcing. The ethical sourcing movement has attracted the interest of
governmentsNGOs andhe World Bank.

The huge difficulty lis in organimg these groups and supporting their
responsible practices to create a strong supply chain. Many of these producers operate in
poverty with marginal economic and political support systems.

Even so, once the supply chain exists to create a fair tradegbieweelry from
fair trade sourced materials, mainstream jewelry manufacturing in small producer
communities faces potentially huge initial investment in equipment and raw materials.

One South African project ukani-Ubunty essentially trains people from local
townships into the mainstream jewelry trade, providing training, mentoring and
equipment. It is heavily supported by the government and NGOs. But according to
Lorens MaresCEO of the South African Jewelry Council, one of the most difficult
challenges is bringing the product to market.

Overall, the many issuesitlined in this brief articlsupport the notion of fair
trade jewelry, thoughitisstilljst i n 1 ts initial stages. The
remains too ambiguous. The consumer interested in fair trade jewelry is advised to look
for detailed information as to sourcing, labor and environmental practices. At present,
transparencyisofte mor e valuable to the consumer than
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Interview with Greg Valerio: June, 2007

Greg Valerio has been one of the pioneers in the fair trade, ecologically
responsible movement in the jewelry industry. He is the foundinegtor of CRED
Jewellery www.credjewellery.comand was one of the founding members of the
Association of Responsible Minif{dRM). This development prograisworking, in

coordination with the European badear Trade Labeling Organization t o br i ng dAgr e

gol do that is fair trade produced directly t
He is based ik UK, where s storesells silver, gla, platinum and diamond

jewelry that is marketed around socially and environmentally responsible values. They

specializein wedding jewaly.

MC: You have been involved with these issues for over ten years. What experiences

motivated you to get involved thifair trade and eco precious metals?
Greg:Personally | donoét | i ke the |l anguage o

cynics who want to write usff as a load of Woodstock lefivers and smacks of a hippy

chic lacking style, sophistication and intelijeengagement. The motive is very simple.

It is the just thing to do. Social and environmental justice are not optional extras that

companies can opt out of in the name of maximizing profits. They are integral parts of

our shared humanity and therefore dldde central to all company policy. Customers

are people, Ilike our suppliers and they shou
unt o others as you would have them do unto vy
MC: | see you have been involved indlidevelopment project using precious metal,

which, though not actually certified fair trade, certainly upholds fair trade standards

for projects in the developing world. Can you give a percentage of how much extra,
over London spot, does this metal costifo

Greg: Actually the gold is fair trade. It is just not certified by FLO yet (watch this
space as that is soon to be a reality) The principles of Fair Trade are minimum standards,
independent third party verification, the payment of a social premiunramsparency
within the supply chain. Our partners fulfill all that criteria and on that basis | am
prepared to call it Fair Trade. But ARM and FLO are beginning to work together to
deliver the Fair Trade Gold standards developed by ARM that will allowahigade
mark and the ARM Fair Trade Gold mark to be put on the metals coming out of any
smaltscale certified mine. Fair Trade is for the poor, marginalized producer who has
historically been left out of the economic development ladder and thereforerity oo
us if we are fulfilling our mandate of social justice. As to the premium, currently it is set
at 10% over invoice value.

MC: Do you know any other projects outside of ARM that are bringing in eco gold?
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Greg: There are a few ideas out ther¢het moment in diamonds and gold but
currently they are not pursuing independent third party verification against a set of clear
standards. As far as | am aware ARM is the only global body advocating and delivering
on this idea and | commend the team tteet Worked tirelessly to get this far so the
consumer can enjoy the thought of a responsible, clean purchase in gold. The miners have
to have demonstrated a commitment above the call of duty to make this a reality and
without them and their impeccable stards, we would not have product to sell and a set
of standards that are a bench mark for the whole industry.

MC: Can you tell me if there is much of a demand for eco gold at present? Is this metal
available outside of the European market?

Greg: Currentlyvolume is a problem, but through the ARM pilot projects in
Peru, Bolivia and Colombia, we are looking at further certified mines which will increase
the volume in the system over the next 18 months, so the future is looking good, but it is
a process and jwney and will take time for it to mature and develop a significant market
share.

MC: Assuming the demand for eco gold increases, will the price be fixed, based on spot
or will it be based on demand?

Greg: The pricing of gold is a matter for the technicaimmittee that oversees
thegold standardNeedless to say it will ensure that miners are paid a fair price +
premium for their time and production. One thing | can say is that the current fstem
pricing gold is nortransparent and unjust, geared to the big operators who do not
represent the majority of people employed in our business, so the price fix could be seen
as nothing short of a fix. An equitable distribution of the revenues in thesgpjly
chain does not exist and this is immoral.

MC: Do you see any change in momentum say, over the past year with your customer
base interested in eco and socially responsible values? | am trying to see how strongly
you are trending, one way or another

Greg: Absolutely, we are seeing good growth, which creates its own set of
problems, but they are healthy problems. The consumer in the UK and Ireland is not
stupid and doesndét appreciate being sprayed
million pounds of PR designed to reflect the person from the truth and providence of a
product. These ideas are new to the customer who buys jewellery but we are finding once
they know the truth and positive impact of our work they love it, recommend it and wear
it with pride. | always say a pound of truth is worth a million pounds of PR.

MC: Right now, based on my experience, there is very little interest in green and fair
trade jewelry from our mainstream jewelry sector, except with a few individuals. What
recommenddbns or advice do you have for us in the US around creating a market for
these socially responsible products in the jewelry sector?
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Greg: Design and desirability are number one. People should want to buy your
products because they want them, the factyibatire also doing the right thing
reinforces that you are the right place to buy. However | do get the impression that it is a
very competitive market, driving costs and profits down to make the sale at the cheapest
price (eternal January sales) and éfere squeezes the little man who cannot compete
with the big corporates who have the capital clout and liquidity to take a hit on profit by
driving volume. | would look to Transfair USA as a member of FLO to advocate on these
issues and educate consunmrdhe true price of a product. Corporate price squeezing is
not just, and distorts the international market creating unemployment, poverty and
exploitation, the very thing that no self respecting American would countenance if they
knew it was going on.

MC: Anything else that you would like to add?

Greg:Keep going. I1toéos a |l ong road to justic
culturally unacceptable to buy a jewellery product that is not independently certified as
socially and environmentally responsiblet us work together to make this a reality so
we can rewrite the jewellery story from being one of individualism rooted in narcissism
and hedonism to one of beauty, freedom, peace and justice for everyone involved in
making what is a great product
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FLOO toIntroduce Fair Trade Bullets to the American

Market
(This articl e was Dayspooftthmugh seweralafrmy Wripersi | Fool O0s
t hought it was the best thing | 6d ever poste

seeds of truth.)

New York, April 1, 2009 Reuters: The Fair Labeling Ordnance Organization
(FLOO) Group announced that fair trade bullets will be targeted to the American market
on July 4th, 2009.

FLOO organizations view the product as a major opportunity, and plan to increase
in the revenues of all FLOO organizations world wide. The bullets will be carted in wood
from the Forestry Stewart Organization and packaged in recycled paper boxes.

Brilliant Bullets - New Line of Fair Trade Bullets

45 ACP 7.62 Tokarev
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(Just a taste of whatodéds in store. Brilliant
mndane to the exotico)

AWith climate change, the dwindling of wa
prices due to the overproduction of ethanol products, fused with American and European
sympathy for the plight of the developing world in the liberal fegtare moving toward
an ever increasing deadonedLdOxfficial. ai r trade bul
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While there was a broad agreement by all FLOO organizations to seize the
moment and assure a lucrative cash stream into the distant future, the storyiof the fa
trade bullet reveals a bumpy road from gun powder to market.

A Serious Rift

The debate over what exactly constitutes fair trade lies at the heart of the dispute.
Europeans favor working with small scale bullet factories, while the Americans favor the
large scale factories.

Alf Fair Trade is not supporting the most
devel opi ng wor | dsaid HayaMolfe,aBritishimembprofiFbQ0O? 0

But the Americans disagreed.

AThey ar e s saidPaulida VWheat, aAmericad FLOO
representativéi |l n Amer i ca, everyt hi-Nat BesdesSUPERSI ZED,
Americans as a whole are too stupid to understand the distinction between large and
small scale. We might as well jubetlofgo with t
|l ot more money. 0

American FLOO officials are also salivating in expanding their fair trade market
beyond WaiMart andStarbuttsii We 6 r e not tal ki ng cottage i ndtu
or diamonds. By putting a fair trade tax on everything coroumgof the Military
Industrial Complex (MIC), it will be like having a tap root into the heart of the American
tax payerb6s revenues. 0

The European claim that the Obama administratiofihds i ven a st ake i ni
MI C6 s v a mpwas seundiydrauncdafy their American counterparts.

AThe EU cannot even agree upon beer and chee
of our worthless-bi | | s and we still have 761 military
Wheat. fAWebre stil!] number 1! 0

On The Ground

Despik the fact that the proposed date for the roll out of this product is just three
months away, many details have yet to be worked out.

Large Scale Munitions (LSM) producers of fair trade bullets are reluctant to
venture into bullet beneficiations projeatd)ich remain untested. It is uncertain whether
people in the developing world can learn the skills to even make bullets in large enough
guantities, and many are concerned about the potential job losses in Chinese factories
which have historically dependegon bullet manufacturing.
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Despite the meetings, LSM is hardly committed to fair trade bullets, according to
Joy Dick, an attorney representing LSM and spokesperson for their trade group, the
Council for Responsible Bullet Producers (CRBP).

A We  w i niitlour evermmes to bullet development beneficiation projects,
creating down stream economy only as a decoy to deflect attention away from our
exploitative neec o1 o ni al sadD&lg speakirgg$rgmoher K Street office in
Washington DC.

Despiteresr vati ons, Dickos quick to acknowl ed
FLOO, even though it was difficult to sell CSR to stockhold@r®@nce we wer e abl e
show them that Corporate Social Responsibility had nothing to do with helping people,
but is really jist a marketing scheme designed to give us a good public image while we
continue our massively destructive exploitation of communities and environment to make
buckets of money, tsheesad were right on board, o

A WaNart remains a stellar example for o§using the FLOO brand to create a
halo effect so that we can appear sociaflgponsiblea n d s u s tsaid Dickfol M 0
is open to working with FLOO only because we will not have to change any element of
our supply chain outside of labor and enviramt al pr acti ces. O

AWe are not interested in changing the ec
pl ace for the pheaddedinQunrd rreeda |y ebaurssi,nobe ss r emai n
exploit local economies, export valuable resources and do what is ngcteskaep our
corrupt government cronies padded adequately enough and maximize profit for our
sharehol ders. o

Under those parameters, Dick was aroused about the rigorous efforts of FLOO
organizations to recruit members of her organization for the falie toallet project.

FLOO officials are reportedly ironing out minor issues which both sides
acknowledge are more related to style, not substance. CRBP has hired topgbérsomn
around the world and hadready spent hundreds of thousands of dollars tpHlight
accounting firms to create reputable principles to throw the public off track.

Officials from both FLOO and LSM are working to assure a clear and unimpeded
supply of bullets, especially when contrasted to the weaknessesSm#ieScale Fair
Trade Bul | éSSFTBR) sudply chaim. s 6

The SSFTBP Sector
If FLOO organizations do work with small scale producers, Pakistan is the natural
choice. The nation already has a vibrant small scale bullet producing sector which simply

needs to be orgaed. Plus, its location assures a strong local market well into the distant
future.
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In addition, massive amounts of trees will be saved. Small scale bullet factories
do not need to provide toilet paper to their workers. Thisfeendly policy can be
acheved while maintaining a sensitivity which honors local culture.

However, Pradeep Ashad, SSFTBP spokesperson, representing a community of
organized bullet producers just east of Peshawar, Pakistan, expressed some concerns
about working with any FLOO orgaation.

In an interview conducted late February, Ashad lamented the difficulties involved
in maintaining the levels of transparency and organization that FLOO business models
demandi Bal ance sheets, cash f|dthse@eoj ecti ons,
problems with my Third Form education. But when they start talking copula function,
joint default probability, gamma correl ati on

Al woul d hRhDie mathematics justto lze able to even communicate
with these Europeans who come into my village with all their cameras only interested in
shooting pictures of chil drheeadwitht h snot runn
exasperatomil| tell them, why donét you photograph
touri sts?o

Without his doctorate, Ashad doubted that the fair trade buyers would ever work

directly with him.a I wi | | have to continue to be sell i
is the one to be selling to FLOO pl ayers. He
build a latrine in my village! Yet he has a new Prius, a house with three stories and six

wiveswhi Il e no one in my village has seen any ¢

Unless these issues can be solved, Ashad plans on continuing to sell his product
directly to anyone who will buy them without the constrainte af r a n s paithee nc y 0
burden of having to pay tax, a concept that any business person operating in the
developing world, where all governments are massively corrupt, knows is stupid.

A | ¢ aermuah aetter money selling my fair trade AK47 bullets directly at the
Assassinds market. They do not require such
for Afghanistan to fight the American soldiers! Best of all, American companies set up in
Pakisae n wi | | sel l me al | the raw materi al for

Despite the questions in the SSFTBP and LSM supply chain, FLOO officials are

confident that they will be able to reach their targeted timefinehe bul | et s have
ready by American Independenc D asgid ooe officiali The symbol i sm of a |
America with its fair trade bullets is too b
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(Another satisfied customer at the Assassino

Mark Heist, author of the jewelry watchdog website, airjewelgy.agreesii |

dondt care whether i1t is small scale or | arg
transparently sourced and | have them by my
support any of their initiatives. PC environmentalist big game huntets &s1myself

should do all their killing with fair trade

A Transatlantic Concord

Even through the split over whether to support LSM or SSFTBP remains, all
FLOO organizations present a united front on several issues.

Both sides agreed that clasimunitions were out because of the fact that such
armament results in the death of too many civilians which might soil the fair trade brand.
There is no plan to introduce fair trade landmines, fair trade smart or cluster bombs, nor
fair trade missileshiough officials were quick to point out that these products might be
considered as offerings for the future.

In a debate that some observers characterized as passionate, bordering on
acrimonious, there was a last minute agreement over the issue of tisijodeir trade
bullets will not have radio active tips, as the Americans originally desired.

AWe had the unique opportunity to rope in
i ndustrial c¢omplsadkWheatii Tthfoes es &Emea odplglEew, i ssi es
the call on that one! o
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At the end of the meetings which dragged on for several days, both the Europeans
and America FLOO officials were offered a benediction by a liberation theology priest,
Father France, who had spent years living with poordesnm the Americas.

The grandfatherly figure who to some in the room resembled St.iEraffered
thesewordsi The straight main road to hell IS pave
meeting, | prefer a more circuitous path, wherever it may take. 0

After the sermon in the smoky back rooms of the hallowed inner sanctum halls of
FLOO, everyone came together to drink a celebratory glass of grain alcohol to lighten the
weighty mood. The discussion over determining the actual sourcing of the tsateria
within the bullets was delayed.| t i s a minor detail which we
devel oped our saddvhdatet i ng pl an, 0

Despite the appearance of harmony, however, undisclosed sources have claimed
that a serious a rift between European Anterican FLOO organizations exists.

AAs usual, they ar e Isadockelolysertersofthei ng t o eac
meeting who spoke on the condition of anonyniitylt hey can only agree up
to maintain a good appearance so that their brand witlbeaffected 0

A New Trend in Jewelry

Meanwhile, the news of fair trade bullets has spread like fireworks, reaching the
top designers of the jewelry sector. Fair trade and green has been an emerging trend in
the jewelry sector and jewelers from arounel World are anxious to jump into fair trade
bullets, the next hot ticket fashion item.

Greg Bellowsricalready plans on incorporating bullets as part of his

i1 n CRE D ethical jewedry platformi | pl an on opening

si xty st
world by August2 009 . Al | |l need is a little bit o

f

Jerri Goldstein, A spokesperson from Jewelers Association of Washington State
(JAWS), a major trade and lobbying group representing independent jewelers of the
Pacific Northwest, was first to break the story.

AThereds nothing that Amer iskesaid(meun | ove n
intended)i Ther e are nearly 150 million men out ¢t
you think that the collectible beacktn d wa she daidfitwadi t until you see
col l ectible bullet. Theyoll feel guilty abou
up a little something for their wives, like a diamond. This trend is sure to bring foot

traffic into jewelry stores nationwide. 0

Nancy Swansong, an accomplished gesr, who in the initial stages of her

career won both the Grande Bell award and was a Shooting Star at the JLK (Jewelers
Labyrinth Keystone) Show, will be featuring her fair trade bullet collection in a roll out at
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the next Needless Markup Show, for tharquis independents and the few large jewelry
chains that are not yet bankrupt.

She plans to target regional markéid. n Texas, they | ike it ©bi
women dondét have the balls to hang a cluster
30060r. 357 magnum shell s asad®wansongings tdmred neckl
Dakotas, weodbve produced a special pl astic ea
shells thatos people friendly and wedre hopi

England, the guysiter e ar e afraid of wearing jewelry b
around issues of sexual identity, so we lean toward the more subtle .246 round, a classic

deer hunting shell that i1isndét overstated. | f
around hisneckh i s buddi es wi I | not mistake him for

Swansong, who has strong connections with Hollywood, has special plans for the
LA market. She plans on using 9mm rounds that would fit the Glock high capacity
models 17 & 19. To reduce the weight on thetltand comply with the standards for the
state of California, the lead in the Glock bullet will be removed (and recycled), in favor
of a full metal jacket round.

Celebritieswho will be wearing the bléts at the next Academy Awarasill
have special Hlet tips made from 100% recycled platinum.

A major roll out of fair trade bullets as a premier jewelry item will occur in 2010,

when three fair trade bullet stores open on 5th Avenue in New York, Michigan Avenue in
Chicago and Rodeo Drive in LA.
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Quantum Entanglement: The Physics of Fair Trade Jewelry

In ancient times, jewelry was considered a talisman, a sacred object of power
imbued with the energy of the earth, the maker and the diVihese days, we tend
to dismiss these niohs as "primitive"” or irrelevantWe have assumed an empirical,
scientific world view based on logic and Cartesian empiricism.

Well ladies and gentlemen walking up the aisle, it's time to put away your
abacuses and slide rules and start chooging jewelry using a new understanding of
physics!

Today, we have scientific proof that the energy that goes into a piece of jewelry,
from miner to craftsman to salesman, has actually altered its quantum
characteristicsThis article will help youo understand, scientifically, why you want
your wedding ring to be made by an artist who loves his craft working with material
thataref ai r t r a Gurioudpabauitidséew science? Read on.

The first experiment, entitled, "The DNA Phantofife€t,” was conductely the
Russian Academy of Science, by Vladimir Poponin and Peter Garialiey tested
the effect of human DNA on light particles and photons, some of the quantum
material that composes our worldn the experiment, a vacuum wa®ated and the
pattern of photons wamapped.Then, human DNA was placed in the vacuum with
the photons to see what would happ@&he human DNA changed the arrangement of
photos in the vacuumWhen the human DNA was removed, the photons remained in
thechangedattern. In essence, the presence of human DNA had an effect on matter.

The second experiment was published in the prestigious Journal of Advancement
in Medicine? A series of experimentsasconducted in which DNA was sampled
from an indvidual and placed in another roorfthe subject of the experiment was
then shown a series of images to create intense emotional feelinte exact
emotive moments that the images were shown, the DNA showed significant
emotional response, even thougtvas separated from its hostThis experiment was
repeated at distances of 350 miles away. The response on the part of the DNA,
gauged by an atomic clock, was simultaneous.

The third experiment, conducted by Glen Rein, Ph.D. focused on tloé @ffe
intent on DNA. In the experiment, DNA was placed in a beaker and then exposed to
people who had been trained for years in quieting the mind and focusing on positive
emotional states, such as unconditional love. Rien Found that different emotions

1

il nvestigation of the Fluctuati daaionDynami cs of DNZAZ
Spect r Balletio of Lebadev Phyiscs Institutey. 1112 (1992) : pp. 1412. For an updated version,
seewww.twm.co.nz/DNAPhantom.htm
2 Glen Rein, Ph.D., Mike Atkinson, and Rollin@a at vy , MA . , iThe Physiologica
Psychol ogi cal Effects of Compassion and Anger, 0 Jourr

(Summer 1995): pp. 8X03.
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cawsed the DNA to wind or unwintiproving scientifically the connection between
mind, emotions and body.

In sum, physicists have conducted and published experiments in reputable
scientific journals which show that human DNA influences photadaman
emotions influence DNA separated from their origins over long distaaes.
human emotions can actually change the coherence of DNA.

To some readers, particularly those who live outside of Sedona, AZ or Santa Fe,
NM, these experiments aremdi boggling. To others, they confirm what we already
know: that we are all interconnected in one great web of Ifet what might we
draw from these findings in terms of jewelry?

Consider wearing a diamond from miners who struggle to survigexondollars
a month because they are being exploited by elements of diamond cartel, or a mass
produced piece of jewelry just spewed out of a factory in China with its lax
environmental and child labor laws. Beauty will be stained in a way that you might
not be able to see, but on a subtle level, you might fe&éhi& DNA of every human
being that has handled your jewelry has imprinted itself into the actual piece before
you feel emotionally bonded to itn this case, yuk!

Do not kid yourself.You do bond with your jewelry, just as our ancestors have
for thousands of yearslewelry is more than symboli®Ve have a mysterious
relationship to it. We may feel that the piece offers us protection or anchors an
intention. The ring given with lge, made with love, is more able to carry love.

Rather than only being concerned that your platinum diamond ring is "rare, pure
and eternal,” consider the ring as a gift from the earth that carries with it the light of
the stars. Trust your intive sense. Some pieces really do "feel better" than others.
From mine to market, the DNA of all that have touched the piece has shifted the
guantum patterof that the metal and stone.

In my company, | demand that our jewelers chant Tibetan Meuttite making each
piece! Just kidding.But | am concerned about the well being of my employees, which is
why we do our best tprovidethemwith living wages, a strong benefit package and a
beautiful place to workl also try to source every compon@mbur jewelry production
from ethical, environmentally sound suppliers.

|l urge you to support jewelers who are tru
a few of the ones | know on this site, and the list is growing.

Then, get a weddingng that is produced through fair tradledmadefrom ecologically
responsiblenaterial On that marriage night, and, God willing, for the next sixty years,

3 Gl en Rei n, Ph.D., emEff oectonofHuGams OINAU D Pmtoceedi n
International Forum on New Science (Denver, CO: 1996). For more info, see
www.HartMath.com/company/Index.html
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enjoy getting entangled, quantumly.
And remember: separation is an illusion and wealreonnected.
If you want to learn more about what | have written here, check out the Ho®Rivine

Matrix, Bridging Time, Space, Miracles and Belie§ Gregg BradenGregg's book was
my main source for writing this article.
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Myths and Legends of Gemstonesintroduction

Gemstones are primarily treated as a commodity. However, every gemstone has an
energetic quality and some gemstones have entire stories associated with their
relationship to human beings.

This last section looks at bigtones and the nature of gemstones from a mythological
perspective.

References: Most of the historical content, myth and lore referenced in the following
articles came from two books, both of winiare in print and available lome:

George Frederick Kaz, The Curious Lore of Precious Stondkew York Dover
Publications, Inc. 1913, 1971 edition.

Bruce KnuthGems In Myth, Legerahd Lore Parachute, Colorado, Jewelers Press,
2007.
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The Story of Birthstones

Those involved in earthased spirituality hae long believed in the power of rocks and
crystals to influence or reveal one's fate. While the rational, scientific approach to life
may dismiss the metaphysical appreciation of gemstame gem lore, the popularity of
birthstones attests to the facatimany people remain intrigued by the connection
between gems, the zodiac and their own nature.

The belief in the power of gems stretches back to some of the earliest written stories. The
historical origin of birthstones points to the story of Exodusiastioned in the Bible.

Aaron, a high priest during the time of Moses, wore a breast plate with twelve jewels,
each of which was magically engraved with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.

The jewels themselves were said to have been chipped dfffrtime of God. In fact, the

breastplate, according to the Jewish historian, Josephu85£d7) had miraculous

powers. "From the stones which the high prie
radiance sufficient 'tg_give light even to those far away."

An old depiction of the HiglPriestAaron wearing
his breast plate with twelve gems

What the actual twelve stones were is disputed because any list relies upon translations of
archaic termathat are often specific as to color more than pointing to an agguastone.

That said, Bruce Kuth, in his definitive book entitledsems in Myth, Leendand Lore

gives the twelve original gems as: red jasper, light green serpentine, green feldspar,
almandine garnet, lapis lazuli, onyx, brown agate, banded agate yamgéilow jasper,
malachite, and green jasper/jade.

This original breast plate was lost when the first temple was burned down. With the
second temple, a new breastplate was made which is dated to about the 6th century BC.
In those early times, there'gigence that all twelve stones were kept by a particular
guardian or priest who wore a particular stone every month. The first recorded reference
between birthstones and months, or zodiac, was from the Jewish historian, Flavius
Josephus, first century, AD.
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John, in R¥alations21:9discussed the Foundation Stones of New Jerusalem which
scholars believed @ebased on the earlier breast plate of Aaron. It was natural to

connect the numbaf twelve tribes with the twelve apostles and the twelve signs in the
zodiac. The custom afssociatinga month with a particular birth date continued and was
adopted by the early Christians, even though the pagan belief of gems having a particular
power was scorned.

John, in R¥alations, lists twelve different stones, whirepresentedertainqualities and
were eventually tied to the Juli@alendarwhich hagwelve monthsThe church has a
longstanding tradition of honoring the metaphysical nature of gemstones. This can be
traced back to writings of some of the earlthé&as and the mixing of pagan traditions
with those of the early Christians.

According to the Gemological Institute of America, the modern custom of wearing gems
associated with particular months is traced back to sitht@emtury Germany, though
GeorgeKunz in his authoritative text on the lore of gemstones traces it back to Jewish
18th century Poland.

Over the years, attempts have been made to standardize gemstones, but even now there is
variation between stones and their months; especially sincéoggted signs cross

month borders. Different cultures, Vedic, Arab, Russian, etc, have naturally adopted

stones associated with months according to what was regionally available.

The ancient connection of gem to month has also been influenced by coniemerdihe
National Association of Jewelers set up a definitive birthstone list in 1912, which bore

little resemblance to Aaron's breastplate. Just three gemstones remain from the original
foundation stones: amethyst, onyx and topaz. This list was agaifiedad the thirties.
Recently, the tanzanite industry has attempted to make tanzanite a new birthstone without
much success.

Given the long and storied history of birthstones, which is so disconnected from the
modern list, one might indeed ask why tmegnain so popular. Without question, people

are captivated by the idea that their personality or even spiritual life might be deeply
connected to a particular gemstone. If you are a Cartesian, you may argue that this belief
is merely the fancy of the imawgition. But if so, imagination is certainly one of the most
powerful influences in life. William Blake and the romantic poets came after Descartes
and set the record straight!

No wonder so many feel a profound relationship that is beyond the imagirator's
birthstone. If you do not feel that connected to your birthstone, choose another stone.
After providing exhaustive lists, Brucenkith states that after consulting numerous texts,
"one will find nearly any gem or gem color may be connected to athy za c a | signé.
one is in search of a natal stone to serve as a talisman, it would seem advisable to choose
a stone of personal preference or one that "feels right."" (p. B889e whastudy the
metaphysical elements of rocks and crystals have found tiedationship can be

cultivated with any gem with some effort.
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You might try, for example, taking a gemstone and putting it in your hand and feeling
what it does to your energy. Then take another gem and do the same thing, noting what
might be learne@tom the differences. Over time, just as a piece of jewelry can hold an
energy, intention or commitment, so a particular gemstone actually seerasdikance
which can guide you or even help you with your healing, prosperity or wisdom.
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The Myth and Lore of Garnets January's Birthstone

The lore of garnets can be traced back to the ancient Greek myth of Persephone. She was
the maiden daughter of Zeus, the most powerful Greek god, and Demeter, the earth
mother whose realm was plants and agriculture.

Persephone was picking flowers when she was abducted by Hades, the ruler of the
underworld. Zeus sought Hermes to find her and bring her back, but because she had
eaten of the pomegranate seed, she was obligated to spend a third of the year with Hades,
who became her new husband.

The term garnet comes from the Phoenician term for pomegranate: punica geranatum.
From this came the Latin term, "granatus,” which translates as "seed." Garnets appear
like pomegranate seeds individually and also, in their natuséix where they can be
found in clusters.

Persephone’s rising up from the underworld and disappearing in the late autumn months
represents the seasonal cycles of plant growth in temperate climates. In the winter
months, when plants are barren and théhatself seems to be asleep, Persephone is
underground. In the spring, she rises up with to be with her mother, Demeter, who brings
the bounty of leafy growth with joy at her daughter's return.

The mythological association of garnets, particularly r@uehets, with Persephone

suggests that the gemstone might be associated with a particular type-ofiddvike

superficial type of love, but deep love that takes you so far out of yourself that you end

up in a different world. Note that Persephone wascaotted. She was swept down.

Once she tasted the underworld, she could never leave; it was an initiation of sorts.
Hades, Persephone's husband, inhabits a world in which one is forced to leave one's body
behind in ashes.

Hades was also sometimes calledrt of the Riches," because indeed, all riches do
come from the earth. Jungian depth psycholmgy astrological lore associdtades

with cathartic, radical change from deep within. The underworld is a metaphor for the
sulronscious currents of one's driscethe dream world, where archetypal characters
interact in stories that have mythological patterns.

Apart from thismyth, garnets have been the subject of muchdees the centuries
Thereis a Biblical story about Noah hanging a garnet aroundedulk im order to have
safe passage through dark and stormy nights, whagymccount forgarnetssometimes
beingoffered to travelers as a talisman for safe journeys. Gamestaimed as January's
birthstone, the zodiac sign is that of Aquarius, a sigaca®ed with the warmth of
friendship and working well with groups of people.

The Koran describes Heaven's light as all pervasive, glowing with a garnet structure
garnets in this case containing a powerful internal energy. Romans compared the glow of
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garnet to that of coal and the passionate red led them to associate the gem with Mars, the
god of war. Garnets are also associatét the hot weather of summertime.

Perhaps the lore of garnets also has something to deheithiaythey are formed.
Garnetsfound in metamorphic and volcanic rock, are formed deep underground in
extreme pressure and temperatuféeyare a type of silicate that share a common
crystalline, isometric, cubic structure. Though we most often identify them with the color
red, theycan be found in a wide variety of hues, depending upon the composition of
calcium, iron and manganese. Garnets range from green, lemon yellow, rose, orange and
even black.

Human beings have used garnets for adornmesithousands of years. Garnets have
even been found iBronze Agetombs. According to Knuth, the earliest reded garnet

mine is in Sri Lankand dates back about 2500 years. Today, garnets are mined on
several continents. Those that are not gemstone quality are quite common. | remember
picking out smalbits ofred inthe graniteof the White Mountains of northern New
Hampshire which | explored as a teenager.

If you want to learn more about garnets and your relationship to them, here's an entirely
different approach. Just try holding agetrin your hand for a while and see if you get a

new feeling. Perhaps you'll see some images in your mind's eye. Contemplate what you
feel and see if it provides any insight. This may seem crazy, but ask the garnet a question.
You might be surprised abowhat a garnet can teach you about your personal journey,
picking flowers with your sweetheart, or wandering about in a dreamewhere in the

realm of Hades.
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The Myth and Lore of Amethyst: February's Birthstone

Amethyst is said to cure hangovers, bripgitual wisdom, and even capture wild beasts,
which may be particularly helpful if you are raising young children or working in the
business world. To gain a deeper insight into how these qualities might tie together, let us
look at the old stories andwei deeply into their meaning.

The lore of amethyst is intimately rooted in Bacchus, the ecstatic god of fertility and

wine, and the patron of tragedy. In a myth recounted by a sixteenth century French poet
dedicated to King Henry the third, Bacchus waskimg about with his tiger in one of

those bad moods that a god can find himself in from time to time. Feeling unloved and
neglected, he vowed to take out his anger on the first person he happened to come across.

The beautiful maiden, Amethyst, who washar way to Diana's temple, happened to
step before Dionysus. As the tiger tore into her with his claws she called to Diana, the
virgin huntress, patron of childbirth, goddess of the moon.

Alas, Diana arrived too late. Amethyst's body lay shredded oeetftie. She honored
Amethyst by turning her into a pillar of white stone, safe from tiger's teeth. Bacchus felt
like a schmuck. Her gathered up his finest bottle of wine and poured it over the stone,
creating the beautiful violet amethyst we know today.

Let us take a giant leap here into pop psychology and look at the main characters in this
story not as figures outside of us, but as symbols of aspects of our own personalities.
When Carl Jung said that the ancient gods have become diseases, he wasarity re

to the notion that we all have many inner characters who follow certain patterns and that
ignoring these can be dangerous.

Dionysus, the original Greek hame for the Roman god, Bacchus, represents that part of us
that needs the ecstatic releaseethier that be tlough a good partyr@some other sensual
means. In the cult of Dionysus, the Maenagre the "frenzied" ones in ecstasy who

formed his entourage. His rites were violent, and included dismembering which can be
seen as a metaphor for tearaqart the flesh to bring spirit into the body. Dionysus was

also twice born or reborn, representing, therefore, the notion of renewal. The color of
Amethyst, being purple and given by Dionysus, could have something to do with
transformation.

If we ignorethis, our human need to transform ourselves, we can remain as rigid and hard
as a stone pillar. Or, we may find ourselves internally angry at the world, walking around
unleashing our wild tigers on innocent bystanders. This is particularly dangeroas to th
innocent and the feminine, as represented by Amethyst.

Egyptians tied amethyst to the zodiac sign of Capricorn, the goat that tore apart vineyards
and therefore was the enemy of drunkenness. The cure of hangovers is tied to Bacchus'
relationship to wineWear an amethyst, they believed, and it would protect you from that
breathalyzer when you were pulled off your chariot on your way home from the orgy in
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the temple. The Egyptians also held that if you were to tie amethyst around your neck
with the hairsof a peacock and features of a sparrow, you'd be protected from sorcery
and cured of gout.

Amethyst is one of original gems on the breastplate of the Biblical priest, Aaron,
representing and inscribed with the namhene of the twelve tribes of Israebhh, in
Revalations, lists amethyst as one of his twelve "foundation” gems as well. Each of these
twelve was inscribed with the name of an apostle. Amethyst is the last stone, representing
Matthias, who took Judas' position. Matthias was said to be Widcelestial fire. John

states that the gem represents the humility of the saints who are like burning flame,
looking at love. The transformational element of a flame, burning pure violet, again links
amethyst's spiritual work.

The color purple halseenassociated with higher spiritual consciousness and
transformation not just among flaky new age practitioners living in Sedona, but also as
illustrated by the vestments worn by priests in the Cati@ligrch The protective

concept of amethyst might bediéo the idea that being on a spiritual journey offers some
safety from certain worldly influences. Though Amethyst is placed as February's
birthstone in most modern lists, the Hindu mystics in Vedic astrology believe amethyst
was the gemstone of Pisces.

Finally, consider that the crystalline structure of amethyst is hexagonal, and therefore its
nature is associated with the number six. Two triangles are brought together to form a
new shape. According to tradition, the number six is represents Solormalds aavay

of mediating and coming to resolution and balance after indecision.

Now it may be time for you to experience the energy of amethyst for yourself. First,
check in with yourself and see how you are feeling and make a note of it. Then, take a
piece of amethyst and hold it in your hand. See how it feels and what thoughts come into
your mind or heart. Consider what you learn in light of some of the ancient stories and
you may be surprised at what you discover.
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The Myth and Lore of Aquamarine: March's Birthstone

Try using the mystical power of aquamarine to summon the dead, or for
protection against demonic spirits, suggested AliseMagnus, (1193280). Knuth p.
24) But take heed that you engrave your talisman with the image of an eagle first, which
can be easily done by your local practitioner of alchemy, who may also be known as the
village fool.

Aguamar i ne 6s cktothebreastptate of thé legh pribsa Adron
each stone representing a quality of one of the tribes of IsKaeitp. 319) St. John, in
the fourteenth verse of Ralations, lists the "foundation” stones in the church, listing
beryl as his eighth stenassociated with the virtue of mercy and the apostle Thomas.

Aquamarine is part of the larger gem family known as beryl, which, depending
upon trace chemicals, have color ranges in blue, pink, green and yellow. Until the last
hundred years, the traditial birthstone for March was bloodstone. Aquamarine's
designation as March's birthstone was made in 1912 by a trade association of jewelers.
There can be littldloubt that commercial rather than metaphysical interest motivated
jewelers to change March'ose.

Sorting through the poltergeist of beryl's lore can be confuperpaps because
there are many variations ine color of beryl, eachaving its own quality to ancient
writers. A writer describing the metaphysical properties of beryl might beggissrmore
insight into hisown personality than the actual gem.

One theme which consistently shows up is beryl's association with ‘clarity of
vision'. The word in Latifi o magrifying glassis beryllus iGlasses i German, is
brille. In England duringhe 16th century, windows were knownhesills and mirrors,
asberral-glas. (Knuth p. 49) Consider also, the name agaane: water of the ocean or
sea.

In the middle ages, beryl was a popular crystal used as an aid tsokéetleods
included placinghe gem in a water bowl, or holding it above water by a tlérdatders
for words would be drawn out once a question was asked. Beryl is also the gemstone of
Scorpio, a water sign known for deep seated emotional passion anielithiegvof
power. The connéion to water and Scorpion suggests emotional depth. Scorpio, a fixed
water sign in the zodiac, does not represent the river or the spring, but rather the still
depths of the emotional life.
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Also, consider the blue color of Aquamarine. Blue is associated with those in positions of
authority: the blue suit of a buss man, the uniforms of polic&he color has

something to do with alignment tauth and justice. If you are coming from your true

center, connected to the power of clarity and universal law, evil spirits probably will not
have much power in your life.

Aquamarine has a structureaths hexagonal, which meansstaonnected to the
number six.According to tradition, the number six represents Solomon'$seavay
of mediating and coming to resolution and balance after indecision. Again, the
connection with judgment and universal law is confirmed by its very structure.

What is rally important, however, in your study of aquamarine is what the gem
might teach you. If you have a piece, now it may be time for you to experience the energy
of aquamarine for yourself. First, check in with yourself and see how you are feeling and
make anote of it. Then, take a piece of aquamarine and hold it in your hand. See how it
feels and what thoughts come into your mind or heart. Consider what you learn in light of
some of the ancient stories and you may be surprised at what you discover.
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The Myth and Lore of Diamonds: April's Birthstone

The diamond a pure, essential form of carbon set in a ring, held by a man on his-knees
represents commitment, fidelity and the beauty of matrimony. But the diamond has other
traditions and uses as well, tpforgotten.

According to Talmudic texta,diamond's sparking brilliance increases with innocence
and dims with guilt. After the honeymoon, you may ask your diamond if your husband is
the cheating type. A man, fearful of becoming a cuckold, might examsneife's
engagement ring more closely. The fourteenth century auth@padaire,Jean de
Mandeville, wrote, "It happens often that the good diamond loses its birtsie and
incontinence." (Kump. 71)

The Greek term for diamond is adamas, which raganvincible" or "exteme

hardness." The Hebrew woydholom among some translatgeso means diamond.
Yaholom is one of the gems on the breastieptd the high priest Aaron, which is the
original source of birthstones. However, it is unlikely thdtzanond, given its hardness,
was on the breast plate because the gemstones were inscribed with the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel. (Huthp. 76)

Diamonds have a long and illustrious history which is described in many ancient texts.

The oldest Aralwritings on mineralogy (350 BC) describe how Alexander the Great

sought the valley of the diamonds: "1t |ies
cannot see the bottom." (Kupz89) Tales of diamonds often appeared in early mystic

allegories suchsaVoyages of Sinbad. Roman poalsoextolled the mythical qualities of

diamonds for their raw power. Damigeron states, "When you have obtained it, it will

make you unconquerable by enemies, opponents and evil doers, and over bearing men,

for you will beshownterrible in every way." (Kunp. 80)

Back then, diamonds were sourced only out of India, where Hindu priests, astrologers

and physicians recognized their qualities. The ancient Vedic text tells of a story in which

a demon godvala, was dismemberedyllemigodsThe bones were stripped of flesh and

cast all over the world creating gemstonesluding diamondsA di amondds col or
represents a particular god in the Hindu pantheon. This implies that each colored

diamond has its own unique characterisgpresenting a divine quality. This notion of

divinity having multiple pure qualities is also echaed&ufism, the mystical Islamic

tradition with its ninetynine names of God.

Human beings and diamonds share one thing in common: both are made oflmairbon,
the similarity pretty much ends there, at least for most of the people | hang ot with

until we all reach our true and enlightened state. The school of Buddhism coming out of
Tibet is called the "Vajrayana” which roughly translates to the diamahd Plae tantric
practices aim to root your "Buddha" nature, the consciousness that is pure, luminous,
unimpeded and changeless, like a diamond. This is done by turning the mind against
itself, like changing the course of a river so thabmes back onself.
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Diamonds are now considered the king of gems, though this was not always the case.
Diamonds were not even popular in Europe until relatively modern times. For centuries,
they were confused with clear quartz. Their recognition as exceptional céimee in

middle ages, when astrologers began to write about the qualities of the gem, often
drawing on references from ancient texts. Even then, diamonds were not readily available
until the late middle ages and were associated with lightening strikes. Asdlod the

stone increased, they become fashionable, representing courage and invincibility among
some aristocracy.

Until modern times, with the advent of tBeBeeranarketing campaign, colored
gemstones, such as rubies, sapphires and emeralds wem@dasaught after than
diamonds. They were not historically associated with marriage. These days, the jewelry
sector derives over fifty percent of its revenues from diamond Jddesrarketing of

them is has been so intense over the last hundredgresrthat it is difficult to separate

the myth and lore of diamonds from the commercial horse, ponglanturshow.

Much has been written about our current lore of diamonds, with its history of
colonialism, corporate greed and sleazy marketing taintetblog bThis is not the fault

of diamonds, but rather those who have forgotten their humanity and the nature of this
miraculous gem. Diamonds, and most of those who mine them, are even today treated
like a commodity. But even the recent historical eventheérdiamond trade attest to the
power of diamonds which stretched back thousands of years.

It was widely held that the power of a diamond was lost if the stone was purchased; only
when it was received as a gift did it maintain is talismanic power. lfieve the earth as

that which gifts our diamonds, it is yet another reason why you might want fair trade
diamonds for your engagement ring. But recent events teach another lesson about this
king of gems. If we do not hongne power of diamonds, we are ligio be consumed by
their shadow side which has brought out the worst of humanity.
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The Myth and Lore of Emeral ds:

"Emeralds are very a green stone, because to speak of its greenness, it makes the air
green," writes the foteenth century scholar, Chevalier Jean de Mandevlites

explains the remarkable fact that monkey wrench gang ecologisWah8treettycoons
are all lovers of emeralds. Yet before visiting your local jeweler, take the advice of the
Roman magician, 8mageron who, driving his chariot under the influence of Egyptians,
wrote that, to know the power of this stone given by God, it should be carved like a
scarab beetle with Isis on its belly before being consecratkédaunted on your brooch.
(Kunz p. 97)

Emeralds obviously have been enchanting human beings for thousands of years. They
were sold in the markets of Babylaround4000 BC. Aztes nameal emerald the stone of
sacred quetzal. Aristotle wrote that emerald held power to give one presence during
bushesses speeches and prowiaory in trial. He also linked the gem to improved
vision.

The theme of vision repeats over the eons with several writers. Emeralds arfelpart

gem family which is called, beryl, which is heavily associated aighr sigh. The word

in Latin for Adbeglgni i Gl ags gs abbille.dnEnggad man, i s
during the 16th century, windows were knowrbasills and mirrors, aberral-glas

(Kunzp. 49)

The Roman elder and historian, Pliny, wrote that eme@idfarts the eyes from
weariness and lassitude. Of all the stones, "this is the only one thatifeesiight without
satiating it." (Kurz p. 95) The soft green color of the gem comforts the eyes.

Beryl was used in the middle ages as a precursor to thermddy Ouija board. The gem
was held above water bowl by a thread. Questions were asked and the answers were
granted by letters written upon the surface of waBarylwas a popular crystal used as
an aid to oracke

Clear sight leads to clear judgmeand this is reflected in the structure of emeralds.
Emeralds have a hexagon crystalline structure. Two triangles are brought together to
form a new shape that is more stable in its general nature. The number six is represents
Solomon's seala way of meéiating and coming to resolution and balance after

indecision.

A poem by the 12th century Bishop of Rennes, Marbod, echoed clagsicsystating
that the gemstongromotes candor, sharpens witenfers dignityimparts discretion
and renders #hweaer agreeable and amiab(&unzp. 97)

Another theme that comes up consistently with emerald ties directly to its color.

Egyptians called emeralds the "lover's stone.” Egyptians believed that the gem could
bring fertility and rebirth. The gem, connectedtie planet Venus, was held to be a
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gauge to love, turning deeper and richer when love was strong,aamalgawith the fall
of romance.

Another story relating to the romance of emeralds tells of Bela, King of Hungary (Kunz
p.99), who gave an emerald tsigueen. It broke in three during the n tcpgels,

suggesting that the lady had unlaced her bodicarfother gentlemarThis story also

points to another more practical element of love and emeralds: both can be brittle.
Fissures are often hard to detéMany jewelers will not set emeralds simply because the
stone can crack. Though considered by many people even more dramatic than diamonds,
couples are reluctant to choose them as an engagement gem because of their reputation
for being soft, though theyave a respectable Mohs' hardness of between seven and a

half andeight.

A discussion of emeralds would not be possible without reference to the lore of Arthurian
stories and fairy tales. Does not the good wizard wear an emerald ring to protect himself
and his dominion against the dark sorcerers and magicians? Emeralds are deeply loved by
the Druids, and even now, the romantically inclineghylrish simply because the

emerald green reminds them of the verdant beauty of their home country.

What may we larn from all this lore of emeralds? Emeralds seem to convey to the
wearer a particular type of alignment that is different from the rest of the gems in the
beryl family. Emeralds embody a crystalline representation of vitality, fertility, and
beauty of thenagical power of the verdant earth itself.

It is also a gem that writers consistently report brings clarity from a particular
perspective. The color green represents the plant world, summer time, higiiineon.
emerald can help us see the manifest witts@ and crystalline insight not only in matters
of love, but also in the world of commerce and business.
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The Myth and Lore of Pearl: June's Birthstone

| know of no treatise on the secret lives of oysters, the fleshy creature that lives in the
depthsls that grain inside its shell that forms the pearl like a sore that is slow to heal, or
is it merely an "irritant" as it is described in the gem trikeehaving a small rock in our
shoe?

The lore of pearls can fill volumes, starting with the Romasa&h writers described
pearls as the "dews of heaven" that would tumble into the sea. The nefarious emperor
Caligula wore pearl slippers. Favored by the goddess of love, Venus, pearls were often
dissolved in a chalice of wine whietasoffered to one's loer. Pearls assured success in
love.

Religious symbolism around pearls sp&sn east to west. The omniscient third eye of
the Buddha was said (amoather gems) to be a pearl. (Kup. 164) John, the Apostle,
wrote that the gates of New Jerusalem atessal pearls. Pearls were considered a
Christian symbol of the purity of Mary or the soul within the body. When kings were
coronated they wereogered in gold and pearls. (Kzp. 165)

Lore from theOrient described that on the twerfyurth month of theyear, oysters

would rise up, their shells open, to receive the precious rain. The Chinese believed that
pearls tumbled from the mouths of dragqiainz p. 161) Dragons symbolize the

primordial power of the elements, particularly the clouds, sky, thuartetightning. The

air, the sky, in ancient alchemical texts symbolizes the mind, while the ocean represents
the watery emotions. The early symbolism suggests that pearls bridge both thought and
feeling.

The spherical shape of the pearl is in itself repngational of completeness. Tilanets,

the sun, and perhaps the cosmos itselfspherical. They are whole, complete and

unified like cells in the universe. Spheres are circles cast into the third dimensional
complexity of time and space. Spheres espnt community, interdependent

relationships, dynamic change and harmony. The very shape of the pearl is a microcosm
of some greater blue print behind the existence and movement of all things.

The richness behind the meaning of pearls, however, ismitedi to its shape and

beauty. They are miraculously symbols of the healing processes. The oyster, living in
pure waters, transforms what is not part of itself, that small alien grain, into something
entirely different which lovers of pearls might call idie.

No one can avoid what Hamlet described as the, "slings and arrows of outrageous
fortune."” We find ourselves ¥lcroed into the fantastical fabric of our existence. Fate and
free will intertwine like the double helix of our DNA. We walk through lifdissswalks
through us- with all its pleasures, irritants and tragedies.
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Our control of events is limited, but how we choose to work with our situation determines
our character, as Viktor Emil Frankl so apdigscribedn his classic text describing his
experience surviving Auschiz. Our very nature and alle are is determined by what

we do with those grains, small and large once they get under our skin. Ignored, they have
the potential to become monsters in the center of labyrinths that can causienpsoto

even become paralyzed. Turned into objects of beauty, they become numinous
experiences that bring us insight into the depths of what it truly means to be human, in all
its tragic glory.

No wonder, thepthat the pearl has long been recognizedt$ medicinal values. Pearls
were not for the liver, blood or kidneys, but for ailments of the heart. "A great help in the
palpitation of the heart, and those who are sad or timid are helped in every sickness
which is caused by melancholia," wrote thetdgencentury writer, Alfonso X. (Kump.

162)

To understand the pearl is to understand how time's dimensionality causes a kind of
layering in oumpsyche. Chevalier Jean de Mawitle noted that, "Pearls are a stone
called onion, because they are of méayers, they have several fages, one after
another." (Kuz p. 163)

Those who are in the process of healing their béait about it as pating away the

layers of an onion. The labyrinthine memories twist mysterious events that seem to be,
like the layers of a pearl, hardened and fully material. They become part of us, a tension
in our emotional bodies and life pathways that become normal until one goes back to
experience the trauma.

Long ago, when | was in such a process, | penned these lines, @adohger poem:

Acceptance is the fold of calcified time:
Wounds carried through lives so long
The notes of them, the mystery of the Fall
Attain an elemental purity

Though the black pearl

With perfect magnesium nacre

Floats in the heart's cavity

Dangeously delicate to bare.

Courage, the lion's heart, is needed to enter into those dark places and transform the
wound and realize the divinity in the wound. As the Jungian James Hillman wrote, the
gods are wounded. The wounds themselves are divine. i§ tinige, then pearls represent
the healing power of process and the perfection of the end: the dues of heaven and the
mysterious currents of our journey deep in the heart, the ocean of our existence.
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The Myth and Lore of Rubies: July's Birthstone

Offer a large ruby to the Hindu deiti{sishng the eternal child, and you will be
reincarnated as an emperor. Offer a smaller ruby and in the next life, you'll be merely a
king. If you believe that existence is not cyclical and have figured out who you were
before you were born, the thirteenth century physician Naharari of Kashmire has more
practical advice: rubies are a cure for flatulence. (Kuri86)

An ancient Hindu legion tells of a great serpent that laid threetaggsf which were

great rulers anthe third, the ruby mines of Buan(Kure p. 185) In another myth, the

demon, Vala, was conquered and dismembered by theofjttisHindu pantheon. The

blood dropped to the earth, forming a deep pool. On the banks of these pools one can find
corundum androm one of these pools flows the most sacred river in India, the Ganga.

Corundum is a classification of gemstones that come in virtually every color. Those that
are red to reddish purple are considered rubies.

In the east, it is common to find a stabiex Buddha adorned with a ruby on the
forehead. It represents in this case reincarnation; but it also symbolizes the omniscient
"third eye," the eye of intuition and knowing which penetrates the theagttfeelings

of others.

The etymology of the worduby, comes from the Latin, ruber, which means, "red.” But

more interesting are the Sanskrit terms for ruby: ratnaraj, king of precious gems;
ratnanayadka, leader of gems; padmaraga, red as a lotus. Its association with the lotus ties
it to Hindu and Buddist iconography: the lotus flower represents purity and beauty

rising from the mucky pond, symbolic of the capacity of the enlightened ones to

transcend the mundane reality.

One of the gemstones of Aaron's breastplate, the source of the original tintblsi®ies
representing the twelve tribes of Israel, could possibly have been a ruby, known as the
stone of Judah, which is the source of Israel's loyalty. Its reference to this line of kings
made the ruby a favored gem among the hierarchy of the chuattinMuther's

betrothal ring was said to have been a ruby engraved with scripture. jKL8&)

However, much of the European lore around rubies can be sourced back to India, via
early trading of the stone brought during the voyages of Marco Polo thitteznth

century which was followed by the crusades. Chevalier Jean de Mandeville, a fourteenth
century writer ofLapidaire a gemology text, wrote that a ruby can, "acquire and

maintains the power of rulers, it procures peace and agreements, it naakds\wated to

God, it appeases anger and maintains seductions, it makes the person wearing them safe
from all dangers.” (Kuntp. 185) The ruby, similar to other highly regarded gems, also

had oracular capacity: it changed colors to warn the wearer dfsemebetrayals.

When we consider these stories of rubies, certain themes appear throughout its lore. |
believeone that ties all together is the connection of rubies to blood. In the gem trade, top
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quality gems from Burmaretermed "pigeon blood" coleran odd descriptive color
harkening back to times and places in history when people were pigeon killers. Should
we conclude that the great elgtying serpent forgot to make offerings to Krishna and
therefore was reincarnated as a pigeon?

Regardless of mgrofound metaphorical metaphysical insights, | would venture to say

that when we wear rubies, we are connected to blood, an essence. Rubies are blood of the
demon Vala. We associate blood and the color red with ardor, change, intensity, heart,
love and viality. Vala and the eggs of the serpent represent the cathartic forces, this
primordial power of the earth. This is certainly truenfi a scientific, geologic viepoint:

the geologic pressure and unique chemical conditions it takes over the eons tihereate

ruby is miraculous.

Lore from India and medieval Christian writers des@ihgies as carrying an
inextinguishable inner fire so intense it glows through the clothjust as one's passion
can not be obscured by what one might be wearing. Howiinepassion contained

within rubies can burboth ways. Vala was a demondyd he serpent in many cultures
symbolizes the untamed, cathartic element of the dagbu are in a position of

leadership you can be consumed its power which can lead tablsatesirdeading to

your own destruction. If you can harness it for the greater good, the power can connect
you to your deepest passions.

No wonder, then, that rubies were favored by kings and those in power. Throughout
histoty, the best and the worst these have sought their own immortality, using the
power of ruby to attacthemselve$o something beyond the human realm and personal
limitations - a stone that seemed to hold the divine fire.
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The Myth and Lore of Peridot: August's Birthstone

If you are haunted by vague terrors in the night, those meandering demons, night hags
and phantoms that wander bedsidetween the arsenic hours of two and four when sleep
is as illusive as hems from the moon's yellow skirt, peridot might be just the genufor yo
The sixteenth century writer, Marbaglyggests you string it on a piece of hair from an ass
(a donkey's, not your lover's) and attackeiturely to your left arm. (Karp. 171) Also,

if you happen to be a dabbler in necromancy;, it's wise to choosle{pasi your talisman.

The etymology of the word, peridot, the birthstone of August, can be traced only back to
the French word, peritot. We do not know the original source beyond théitss

recorded as mined from St. John's Island, located offaast of Egypt. Peridot on St.
John's Island was so radiant that it could be found at night. Any trespasser calligt ste
from these early mines was killed. Peridot was prized by Egyptian kings and first
referenced in papyri texthat goes back to 1500B(@Kunz p.170) Even today, St. John's
Island is one of the main sources of Peridot.

Outside of this early lore, natuchis mentioned about Peridot in European writings over
the eons. A tenth century bishop, Andreaus of Caesarea, named the gem one of the
foundation stones of the church, and associated it with the apostle Bartholomew, "since
he was illustrious for his divine preaching and his store of virtueswtfkp. 170) Some
excellent pieces were brought back to the treasuries of the church andgutesent
emeralds during the crusae@snislabeling that exists even today.

To glean some understanding of what this gem might symbolize we can first consider its
actual shape. Peridotystalline structure ieexagonal, a structure with six side3ix

epresents balance and community. Six is also said to represent mankind's manifestation
on earth. Solomon's seal had six points and was said to symbolize a means of arriving at
resolution and balance after indecision.

Surely the main meaning of peridot, howevaust be understood in references over
thousands of years to the sun and to demons. Demons operate in the darkness, in myth
and metaphorically as well. Consider the images from dreams which rise up from the
underworld, of what today we call the unconssioThese images are often difficult to
understand even when brought to the light of day. It is a mysterious world of metaphor
and shifting shapes.

To have a piece of peridot is to be anchored to a different perspective. Peridot is not a
gem that guidesou down in those dark realms. It has a strong association with the sun
and would offer protection from those spirits. In the daylight, physically and
metaphorically, you can see the outline and form of what is around you more clearly. In
the light, everyting is clear. This in itself can be healing, especially for those who are
haunted by their internal demons of the night. No wonder, also, that some early writers
also spokef how the gem brought cleaght.
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The lovely green color of the gem is in itsae$fisociated with healing. Green is the color

of verdant vitality, of the leafy growth of spring. Peridot's direction leads toward the
heavens, the path of the sun, which gives the light allowing everything on earth to thrive.
Even today, peridot is viewdny some people as a stone that connaeto the "light”

which brings a renewed sense of the self@rmhe's purpose in life.



The Myth and Lore of Sapphire:

An old Vedic story describes the demon gddla, ripped apart by demods.Valas

body tumbled down to the earth. Whenl&ededhis skin shattered into yellow sapphires
that scattered like mystic seeds throughout the Himal&gss eyes became shards of
divine energy, the seeds of blue sapphires. These tumbled tonga &ad other areas of
Southeast Asiareasvhereeven today sapphires are mined.

Valais an ancient figure from the Vedas, the holy Sanskrit writings of the early Hindus.
The label of "demon" is anthropocentitalais the cathartic, primordial, untamed

forces, the creative destructive elementals that formed the body of the earth. This power
could not be contained all in one place and therefore had to be shattered. We as humans
can relate to the power of the cosmos in small pieces, which is represgtiied b

sapphires. Even from a&ientific, geologic vieyoint: the geologic pressure and unique
chemical conditionsequiredover the eons to create the sapphneprimordial and
miraculous.

This lore ofValas body, eye and skin, provides thematic groiendhe lore of sapphire.

The notion of "seeing” or the "seer" with clear sight is tied to core to our own journey,

but to move forward is difficult when one's sight is wounded. Sapphires, formed from the
eye ofVala, have beemisedas an "eyestone" todat eye disease throughout the

centuries. Egyptian physicians created an eye wash with sapphire, copper oxide and boric
acid. Medieval texts also refer to sapphire as an elixir for the eyes particularly when
dissolved in milk. It could remove sand or dfiet the eye if held above the eye and
warmed. (Kunz. 192)

The original energy, starlight made into matter, demonic yet healing, is contained within
a sapphire as applied to skin diseases. By virtue of their powerful magnetism, sapphires
were believedd heal boils and draw away poison when rubbed against the skin. The
fourteenth century scholar, Chevalier Jean de Mandeville, described how sapphire is,
"marvelously good at removing @ie bumps inside the body. (Kup. 194)

Sapphire was also considdran antidote for poisoning, as long as you chose the right
gem. Wolfgang Gabelchover, a medieval writer, suspended a sapphire over a spider,
swinging it like a pendulum. If the spider died then the stone was a good antidote. This
theme was picked up byrar writers who thought it a cure for venom. It became a
favorite for the practices of necromancers who used it to uadersven obscure

oracles. (Kua p. 104)

The Latin term for sapphire sapphiresin Hebrew, it issappir. Ancient texts refer to

sapire as a blue stone, which means that its characteristics were at times confused with
lapis lazuli. Given the teciology during the time of Mosesd the hardness of

sapphires, it is unlikely that the Ten Commandments were carved on a sapphire, unless
Goddid it.
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The gem has a history of being revered in the Catholic Church. Sapphire is listed as the
second foundation stone RevelationsXXI: "lts color is similar to that of a clear sky;

struck by the rays of the sun, it sends forth, burning, a flasghd&ning, signifying the

hope by which we are carried off to heaven.” The gem is associated with the apostle, St.
Paul by the eleventh century bishop, Andreas of Caesarea. Pope Innocent Il had his
bishops wear sapphire rings. Mandeville called sappHisaiated stone" that "elevates

that thoughts to the celestial realm." (Kyn4.94) Isaiah 54:11: "I will lay thy

foundation with sapphires.”

Blue is a color associated with divine law, order and structure. Conisaswho wear

blue uniforms even togaThe Vedic word for sapphire, sanipraya, translates to, "dear to
the planet Saturn.” Saturn, in mythological texts, is associated with structure,

foundations, agriculture, patience, time, history, the teacher and archetype of the old man.
Sapphires repeenting eyes of the deity might suggest that the gem helps us to see
clearly. To be at one with the proper order of manifest life is a precondition that must be
met if we are to understand our true direction.

If we become toxic it is surely because wendb have clear vision. Poison can also come
from curses, the "evil eye" which confuses or distorts our way. Clarity, to be pure,
connects one to the blue heavens above, the spheres of light in the celestial realms. A
divine state of grace is the greatessgble healing. Sapphire seems to contain the purity
and magnetism to assist one on the journey.

TheValamyth also suggests that the gem might be used as a type of shield to protect
oneself from harm. Skin of the demon is hard and protective, jusdiiehires.

Damigeron, an Arab who wrote the earliest Middle Ages treatise on gemstones, wrote
that sapphires were worn by kings as a protection from harm. Corundum, which is the
family of gems from which sapphiresme from, has a hardnesfsnine out of én.
Crystalline corundum is rare, but in its less pure forms it is common. The frying pans in
my kitchen are coated with it.

Consider, finally, that sapphire is also the hexagonal crystalline structure of sapphire. Its
nature is associated with the number. Two triangles are brought together to form a

new shape that represents our physical existence on earth. Harmony and community are
also associated with the number six: the shajpleediee hive. According to tradition, the
number six is represents $olon's seah way of mediating and coming to resolution and
balance after indecision.

Reviewing the myth and lore of sapphjrene easily understands why it is that this gem
has been desired for thousands of years. To hold a sapphire in one's handratalits
message might be a kind of healing, through vision, helping one find truth in the journey
toward the Kingdom.



The Myth and Lore of Opal: October's Birthstone

There is an ancient story about opabng, long ago, when the earth was yound a

elements were divine, the Storm God lolled about, playing amidst the wind and clouds in
his luminous sphere. The rain came down in sheets, whipped through the sky, pelting the
earth. Amid the lightning strikes, with black clouds riding the mountaingkamus like
emboldened dragons, the sunlight broke through the darkness. A rainbow appeared. The
storm god grew angry and jealous of the rainbow's power. In a moment, he petrified it.
Pieces of rainbow feto the earth, becoming opdllsnuth, 155).

Flashforward several tens of million of years into the fifteenth century. Imagine in
another lifetime that you were a blond maiden. You were traveling through Cernowitz,
Hungary where a community of about three hundred miners was mining for opals. You
purchagd one for a necklace. It would not only make you quite the fashionable rage, but
give you talismanic power to protect the lovely color of your hair.

The name of October's birthstone comes from the Sanskrit word, upala, which simply
translates to "preci@ugem.” From the Sanskrit came the Greek word, opalios, and the
Latin, opalus. October's birthstone suggests the turn of leaves, gold, yellow, red, in the
autumn months. | believe there is no gem more exquisite than a fine opal, and yet many
people are reictant to own one because they are believed to bring bad luck.

Opals are fragile and brittle. Many an opal has cracked on a jewelers' bench during the
setting. Jewelers have helped to perpetuate the myth and discourage opals because, when
you crack a valable gem on the bench, you naturally blame it on bad luck and not your

own skill set. In Arab myth and lore opals wdreld to be created when lightg strikes

the earth. When lighing strikes sand, glass is formed. Like glass, opals are extremely
brittle and fragile.

The second origin of opals being bad luck comes from the notion of the evil eye.
Lapidaries in Europe in the Middle Ages call the gem, ophthalméyg, Stone.” The eye

of a dragoror any malignant god was said to be bad léc&candinavia storyof

Volondr, the equivalent of the Roman god, Vulcan, described another source of opals. He
was said to have created them from the eyes of children.

The notion of the evil eye is widely held. The evil eye can seduce, which is why you
should take a& when you see the eyes in peacock feathers. | recently traveled through
Turkey where glass charms are sold, concentric circles with a dark spot in the center, said
to ward off the evil eye. In an ancient cavern with Roman columns under the streets of
Istanbulstooda column with a Medusa carving. The origin of this "evil eye," | was told,

was the ancient story of this snake headed demon goddess that turned heroes into stone
something many men have experienced with their wives, metaphorically spedking, o
course.

In these cultures, to have oneself cast by an evil implies far more than sleeping in
separate beds. Eyes, being the "windows of the soul,” give access to one's essence.
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Perhaps to be given the evil eye implies a kind of stain on one's immuinatlydwhich
translatesin Hamlet's words, to bad luck while in the day to day slings and arrows of
outrageous fortune. Certainly many of us have experienced a sinking feeling in our
stomachs after being glanced by someone who had malignant intent.

Yet opals were also held in high esteem. One gem, called the Orphanus, was set in a
crown of the Holy Roman Empire. Said to glow with inner fire in the darkness, the opal
represented the empire's regal honor. Opals were usled ages of deities. The Rongan
knew opals as "cupid stone," symbolic of purity and hope.

These stories suggdbatthe true power of opals deals with a kind of visioning. Going
back to the original story, the rainbow is metaphor for purity and blessing. At the end of
the rainbow ishie pot of golégold being the final alchemical process, the manifestation
of one's own divinity. Rainbows also are about understanding something from many
different perspectives.

Opals contain the full color range. The view of orange is different thandheof blue

or green. A rainbow is white light broken into various hues. Some esoteric traditions hold
that colors represent the various qualities of souls. Shamanic practitioners in the
Americas and Australia have used opals as a type of medicine#id¢ clarity.

Perhaps opals enable you to dream a different vision of your life, one based on the

universal perspective of the rainbow. While this path may not make you popular, it
certainly will give you the satisfaction and radiance of fulfilling ywuner duty.
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The Myth and Lore of Topaz: November's Birthstone

Topaz was one of the original gems on the Breastplateeddecond Temple, inscribed

with the name of one of the twelve tribes of Israel. While many of the birthstones hav
been changed over the millennia, topaz is one gem that is almost universally accepted as
November's birthstone; it is the gem of the zodiac sign Sagittarius. It is also called
Sunday's gemstorend it associated with the sun.

Indeed,n ReValation St. bhn writes that topaz was "touched by the splendor of the

sun." He lists topaz as the ninth foundation steaeh of the stones representing

Christian virtue. To St. John, topaz is the clearest of all gemstones and signifies
contemplation which expands theart and aligns men with the nine orders of angels.

"The lovewith which contemplation burrslors it gold," he writes. He noted the size of

the gemtopaz crystals have been found over a foot long, and claimed that the gem was a
favorite of kings.

Thename, topaz, comes from the islaiidpazio, which is in the Red Sdawas

commonly used as an amulet as protection from the "evil eye." The theme of a cure of
eyes runs though some of the early Christian writing from the tenth century. St.
Hildegarde ciimed the gem was so brilliant that it illuminated prayers in a dark chapel,
and claimed the gem was a cure of dim vision. She recommended placing a piece of
topaz in white wine for three days and nights, then rubbing the eye before sleep with the
wet store and usig the wine as an eye wash. (kyn 308)

Other "healing" applications vary over the centuries. Powdered topaz placed in wine

cured asthma, burns, insomnia and hemorrhage. It was said to cure sadness and make you
more intelligent and was particulkapowerful if used in moonlight. Pope Clement VI

and Pope Gregory Il claimed that topaz could even cure the sores from the plague. (Kunz
pp.209-210)

It is almost laughable these days, in our current cultural milieu, to read about these
"healers" of oldvho were able to claim miraculous results by using topaz or for that
matter, any gemstone. Yet belief cannot be underestimated; our bodies heal particularly
quickly if we have faith in the modality amdthe healer himself, whether that be the
doctor, slaman or Pope. Medicine is full of such accounts of miraculous events that
cannot be explained by the current scientific world view.

An Italian American friend of mine told me about her grandmother because the doctors
wanted to cut off her leg which hadyangrene infection. The leg couldn't be healed.
Everyone wanted the leg off. My friend convinced the family to give her two weeks. She
bought bags of organic garlic, made poultices and applied them to the leg. She and a few
friends sat and prayed over tleg day and night. The leg was healed.
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The soul of the world appears separate from us, but perhaps it is within us. If so, topaz, or
any gemstone, has the potential to be "healing.” Each gem contains its own leasegy

upon its particular shape and maollar structure. Our bodies, too, are energetic and we

are capablewith practice, to respond to other objects in our field as energy. The two
guestions are: how sensitive are iwdistening to the feelings or thoughts that the

gemstone brings? Secondhgw capable are we at interpreting what we perceive?

The early writers lived in a world which was based on lore and superstition, but at the
same time, it was alive and infused with mystery. Objects had power. Today, such
thoughts are driven undergroubg our Cartesian intellect which has faith in the
scientific point of viewé except, we are

Topaz is has many colors, and eaolor hasits quality. The shape of the gem, which is
orthorhombic, with three accesssradiating toward each other, is said to represent radiant
energyand a heavenly connection. (Kup. 331)The square shape also suggests that
topaz has something to do with structure, discipline and building foundations. Think
about how you use squaiiesyour life.

Early writers seem to be speaking of clear and gold topaz. Gold is a color associated with
the soul, the essential, immortal part of ourselves. Gold is radiant life energy. Gold is the
color of the sun. Sagittarius, the zodiac symbol astagtiaith this gem, is a mutable fire
sign; always striving, full of passion and intellectual intensity. This intensity, with the

help of topaz, might be well structured in any pursuit.

From all these small hints, we can see how topaz can be used aarae alatan help

one align withone's inner light. For many of us, therefore, dismayed by our personal
affairs or the state of the world, topaz is the perfect healing stone.
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The Myth and Lore of Lapis Lazuli: December's
Birthstone

In the ancient world, lapis was considered as valuable as gold. Egyptians sent out legions
of soldiers with traders for years to collect lapis for amulets, scarabs and for their high
priests, who wore images of Mat, the goddess of truth around their necks.

The word, lapidazuli, comes from Latin. Lapis means stone; lazuli translates to blue.

The Arabic word]'azulausmeans blue, heaven and sky. It has been mined continuously
in Afghanistan for over six thousand years and is widely referenced in mangitancie

texts. Lapis is not widely referenced as a birthstone. However, the 1912 list of birthstones
created by a jewelry trade group lists lapis as one of the gems.

In the third millennium, BC, Puabi, a Sumerian queen, dressed in a robe of lapis and
gold. Innni, also known as #ar, a Babylonian goddess of love and sex, traveled to the
underworld wearing lapis. A powerful bull goddha lapis beard, and those carrythg
gemhad the power of that god. (Kzpp.139-140)

In theMiddle Ages lapis was mixedith oil to create an exquisitely intense blue paint
which served as a pigment for illuminated mseripts. Lapis was also uskxt Tibetan
tankasthe sacred iconographic chronology of deities which form the basis for
visualizations during meditation prams.

Lapis was used in ceremonial robes of Hebrew patriarchies. An angel gave King
Solomon a lapis ring to control demons. The deep blue stone flecked with gold seems in
itself to represent royalty. In Biblical times, the Ten Commandments are beliehestdo
been inscribed on a lapis tablet. The stone has a long and varied asscatabSS

cultural lineswith gods of truth, power andriys. (Kurz pp.139-140)

It is common in many traditional cultures to view the royalty as divine, or carrying out
theDivine will. To be a righteous king in the classic sense implies an alignment with the
Kingdom in the Biblical sense. Though there are references to lapis as a healing gem,
particularly as a cure for depression or a weak heart, generally the richnes$oard

lapis in itself has been associated royalty and authority. Healing, then, from the
perspective of lapis, is about having a strong heart, being grounded as the center of a
kingdom, and coming into one's power.

Today, lapis is common, carrigatin trunksout of the mines of Afghanistan from which

it is exported all over the world. Lapis was much more expensive decades ago than it is
now. That the gem has become fairly easy to obtain does not diminish its beauty or its
metaphysical value. Our assatoon with the deep blue color of lapis is carried forth even
today those wear the dark blue uniforms represent the law and the truth in context to
leadership and communityhe Kingdom can be your household, waldce, or

somewhere else, internal, unted by the pettiness of human affairs. Lapis will meet
you there.
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The Myth and Lore of Turquoise, December's Birthstone

In 1981, in a small Tibetan village in the Himalayas of northern Nepal, | sat quivering in
front of Wong Chu, a shamanic practitioméithe ancient Bonpo sect of Tibet. With his
drums, bells, fire and chanting, he called in the local spirits on behalf of a sick villager
while | watched silentlyrom the corner of his stone hut. He wore turquoise amulets for
protection.

| observed seval of his rituals, eventually hiring him to do a session for myself in which

| made the mistake of taking pictures of him. The gods were not pleased. My camera
broke. The two subsequent times | visited the Himalayas, my camera also broke. Perhaps
if | had only draped turquoise around the lens of my old 35mm, | would not have such

bad luck.

After completing my research, | left the village and trekked the ancient salt trading routes
that connected Tibet to India. | ran into many Tibetan traders with thielkegs, wearing
turguoise around their necks and in their ears, often attached with string or silver. The
stone, | came to understand, had deep religious significance. Turquoise, to the Tibetans,
brought both blessing and protection.

Turquoise Braceletseve found on the arm of the Egyptian queen, Zer, 7500 g&hrs

The gem was widely used as an amulet and talisman representing their gods Amum and
Isis. Aztecs, Mayan, Persians and Babylonians are just a few of the cultures that have
valued turquoise ovehe millennia. In Roman times, even leading into medieval Europe,
physicians ground up the stone and used it to treat eye diseases and skin inflammations.

The name comes from the French teRerre turquoise, which means basically a stone
from Turkey, vhich is where it probably entered Europe through early trading roots. It
became fashionabfer both men and women in the sixteenth century. "Whoeears a
turquoise, so that dr its gold setting touches the skin, may fall from any height and the
stoneattracts to itself the whole force of the blow, so that it cracks and the person is
safe," wrote Anselmus de Boot, the court physidior Emperor Rudolph Il. (Kamp.

221) Wearing it offered protection, particularly for the horse and rider.

A few yearsafter my stint in Nepal, | moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico and took any job |
could get. | found myself in the narrow tunnels of a prehistoric turquoise mine just south
of town, serving rattlesnake, cactus and piltobetween frying up more snake, with
terible cowboy music in the background, | marveled at the piles of tailings, looking for
small specks of the sky blue that remained.

Turquoise is a color and gem synonymous with southwest style, fading in and out of
popularity every few years. But to thetiNa people whm | met while teaching English

at an Indian school, the gem has an entirely different significance. Pueblo people will tell
you that turquoise stole its color from the sky.
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If you are ever privileged to observe one of the traditional daheg¢segularly take

place in the pueblos of Northern New Mexico, you will see turquoise jewelry that will
dazzle the eye. Numerous old stories in Native America exalt turquoise. The stone is a
favorite of shamanic wisdom keepers and elders, worn forgiimteagainst diseases and
for the power.

| have also walked the baabuntry anchavecome across shrines where small grains of
turguoise have been left aferingsto the local spirits of the land. Some Natives claim
that that it can be found in the rsbground at the end of the rainbow and that simply
wearing it attracts good things to you.

Across cultures, we can draw a few conclusions. Turquoise is certainly a type of shield.
Working with the gem offers a protection. But protection comes from ctingecto the
energy of the stonevhich is somehow connected to the energy of the earth itself.
Protection is alignment with something that is easily manipulated by the vagaries of the
perspective. Just hold a piece of turquoise in your hand and se# milgtit teach you

about Mother Earth and Father Sky.
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RESOURCES: People, Agencies and Companies Makirzg
Difference

Here s my bestikt of resources and suppliers. Many of the companies listed are
only relevant to the jewelry trade rather than the gamprblic, but | have listed them

anyway.
CHANGE AGENTS

Madison Dialogue:

The Madison Dialog List senie a resource for those in the jewelry trade. It
sponsored the first ethical jewelry confece at the World Bank in Oct. 2007
www.madisondialogue.org

The Rapaport Group:

Martin Rapaport has been a powerful voice for fair trade diamonds and jewelry
production.
www.diamonds.net
www.diamonds.net/fairtrade

Association for Responsible Mining (ARM):

ARM aims to enable fair trade certified precious metals, responsibly produced by
artisanal and smaficale minersto reach the jewe} marketplace, via its Standard Zero
for Fair Trade Artisanal Gold and Associated Silver and Platinum.

Standard Zerwas developed by a knowledgeable and highly committed technical
committee using FLO’s Fair Trade Generic Standards, and adapting them to artisanal and
small scale gold mining. Standard Zero has undergone extensive local, national, regional
and global congtation since August 2006.
www.communitymining.org

The World Jewelry Confederation (CIBJO):

CIBJO is the World Jewelry Confederation. Dedicated to helping create a
sustainable and responsible jewelry indyst
www.sustainablejewellery.org

Responsible Jewelry Counsel (RJC)
This is a trade group representing mainly the views of large companies in the

jewelry sector interested in developing ethical stand&masnternational nosprofit
organization representirapout 100nember companies across the gold and diamond
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supply chain. Committed to promoting responsible business practices in a transparent and
accountable manner throughout the industry from minettlr However, they do not

certify the supply chains of their members. Dirty gold can be sold by an RJC member.
www.responsiblejewellery.com

Communities and Smalscale Mining Secretariat (CASM):

Agl obal net working and coordination faci/l
poverty by improving the environmental, social and economic performance of artisanal
andsmals cal e mining in developing countries. o0

www.artisanalmining.org

Artisan Small Scale Mining (ASM):

An important development initiative supported by the World Bank and other
organizations, worldwide. This website goes into details explaingigwiork.
www.artisanalmining.org

Ethical Metalsmiths:

This group is made of mostly small designers and manufacturers interested in
ethical jewelry practices. Formed for the purpose of stimulating demand for responsibly
sourced materials as an investrm the future. They stand for social responsibility, a
healthy environment and materials that are consistent with these values.
www.ethicalmetalsmiths.org

Clear Conscience project by Lori Bonn Designs:

Clear Conscience Jewelry and Accessories is an industry initiative to create a new
standard for products that are environmentally and socially responsible. The project is
initially sponsored by Lori Bonn Designinc., but is intended as a npnoprietay
standard for the industry. This company is one of the early movers in pushing for
ethically produced product.
www.clearconsciencejewelry.org
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